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Marine Spatial Planning (MSP)

UNESCO-IOC definition: 

“The public process of analyzing and allocating 

the spatial and temporal distribution of human activities 

to achieve ecological, economic, and social objectives 

that are usually specified through a political process.”

MSP is a multisectoral 

and participatory process.

The MSP plan is the

instrument.



Ch. 1 - About this guide

Showcases inspiring examples of MSP for user consideration.

▪ Coordinator and Editors

▪ International Expert Group

o 7 experts from Americas, Africa, Asia and Europe 

o Authors of the guide

▪ Thematic Expert Group

o 16 experts from Americas, Africa, Asia and Europe 

o Authors of policy briefs; some also contributed to and reviewed the guide

+ contributions from all stakeholders 

engaged in the 
MSProadmap, MSPglobal and MSPforum

Open call:
70 applicants



Ch. 2 - MSP and ocean governance basics

Source: UNESCO-IOC/European Commission, 2021



Sustainable blue economy & Multi-uses

Source: UNESCO-IOC/European Commission, 2021



Ch. 3 to 8 - The MSP process: more than a plan

Setting 
the scene

Designing the 
planning process

Assessments for 
planning

The 
plan

Enabling 
implementation 

of the plan

Monitoring, 
evaluation and 

adaptation

Source: UNESCO-IOC/European Commission, 2021

*



Ch. 3 - How to set the scene

▪ Existing legal and 
institutional 
frameworks 

▪ Stakeholders and 
their planning 
needs

▪ Budget and 
funding

▪ MSP working group

- Usually, multi-institutional or 
multi-agency
- May include other key 
stakeholders and planning 
experts

Source: UNESCO-IOC/European Commission, 2021



MSP drivers

Source: UNESCO-IOC/European Commission, 2021



Awareness & Capacity building on MSP

Source: UNESCO-IOC/European Commission, 2021



Ch. 4 - Designing the planning process

▪ Planning team & Work plan

(including strategies for communication 
and participation)

▪ Planning boundaries of MSP and its 
plan(s), as well as time frame

▪ Principles

▪ Initial vision and objectives

- Related to the 
MSP drivers

- Broad but guided 
by some realism

- Specific

Source: UNESCO-IOC/European Commission, 2021



Checklist for engaging stakeholders

Source: UNESCO-IOC/European Commission, 2021



MSP principles

Source: UNESCO-IOC/European Commission, 2021

▪ How the process needs to be 
conducted in relation 
to stakeholders (e.g. 
participative)

▪ How the plan needs to be 
developed (e.g. ecosystem-
based approach; climate smart)

▪ What the plan needs to deliver 
(e.g. sustainable development; 
social justice)



Objectives of the MSP plan

Ecological + Economic + Social

Source: UNESCO-IOC/European Commission, 2021



Planning the monitoring and evaluation of the plan

Source: UNESCO-IOC/European Commission, 2021



Ch. 5 - Assessments for planning

▪ Present: Diagnose environmental, socio-
economic and cultural conditions

▪ Future: Trends, new demands of ocean space, 
suitability maps, potential areas for biodiversity 
conservation, climate change

▪ Alternative scenarios 

▪ Public information system

Source: UNESCO-IOC/European Commission, 2021



Existing conditions

Source: UNESCO-IOC/European Commission, 2021(…)



Existing conditions

Source: UNESCO-IOC/European Commission, 2021(…)



Future conditions 

Source: UNESCO-IOC/European Commission, 2021



Scenarios

Trade-off analysis

Source: UNESCO-IOC/European Commission, 2021



Ch. 6 - The plan

▪ The MSP plan content:

o Agreed vision and 
objectives

o Spatial allocation of 
uses (e.g. zoning) 

o Non-spatial 
management actions

▪ Approving the MSP plan

o Consultation 

(ideally, incl. 
transboundary 
consultation)

Source: UNESCO-IOC/European Commission, 2021



Ch. 7 - Enabling implementation of the plan

▪ Regulation to refer to the implementation 
of the marine spatial plan

▪ Regular dialogue with stakeholders to 
follow up and support implementation

▪ Capacity development for competent 
authorities and stakeholders on the 
implementation of the plan

▪ Compliance of sectoral authorities, 
regulatory bodies and stakeholders 

▪ Enforcement of the MSP plan by the 
government

Source: : UNESCO-IOC/European Commission, 2021



Ch. 8 - Monitoring, evaluation and adaptation

▪ The MSP processes (including stakeholder 

engagement)

▪ The plan and its relevance (final draft)

▪ The implementation of the plan (regular 
and mid-term evaluation)

▪ The outcomes/results of the plan 

Source: : UNESCO-IOC/European Commission, 2021

The challenge of isolating the 
effects of MSP



Ch. 9 - Next steps

Source: : UNESCO-IOC/European Commission, 2021

A decade for optimism

Towards a sustainable and responsible planning



Thank you!   

www.mspglobal2030.org 

(Resources -> Key references)

Languages: 
EN, FR, ES, AR

http://www.mspglobal2030.org/
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