


DISCLAIMER / CLAUSE DE NON-RESPONSABILITÉ / DESCARGO LEGAL
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[EN] The designations employed and material presented during this event do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of UNESCO and the 
European Commission concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or 
boundaries.

The ideas and opinions expressed are the speakers’ own; they are not necessarily those of UNESCO and the European Commission and do not commit the 
organizations.

[FR] Les désignations employées et les données présentées au cours de cet événement n’impliquent de la part de l’UNESCO et de la Commission européenne
aucune prise de position quant au statut juridique des pays, territoires, villes ou zones, ou de leurs autorités, ni quant au tracé de leurs frontières ou limites.

Les idées et les opinions exprimées sont celles des intervenants ; elles ne reflètent pas nécessairement les points de vue de l’UNESCO et de la Commission
européenne et n’engagent en aucune façon ces deux organisations.

[ES] Los términos empleados y los materiales presentados durante este evento no implican toma alguna de posición de parte de la UNESCO y de la Comisión
Europea en cuanto al estatuto jurídico de los países, territorios, ciudades o regiones ni respecto de sus autoridades, fronteras o límites.

Las ideas y opiniones expresadas son las de los conferenciantes y no reflejan necesariamente el punto de vista de la UNESCO y de la Comisión Europea ni
comprometen a las organizaciones.
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Housekeeping
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• Interpretation: You can select your preferred language by clicking on the globe 

icon on the bottom bar of Zoom (English | French | Spanish).

• Zoom chat: Only for technical issues.

• Interaction with audience: Zoom polls.



Agenda
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• Session 1: Welcome! 

• Session 2: MSPglobal Rapid Assessment Methodology: A seed initiative for other projects to flourish

• Session 3: Launch of new MSPglobal guidelines and good practices for MSP practitioners

[Break = 10 min]

• Session 4: Setting the sail to MSPglobal 3.0

• Session 5: Closing 



Session 1:

Welcome!



Julian Barbière
Head of Marine Policy and 
Regional Coordination Section, 
UNESCO-IOC

Opening remarks 

Felix Leinemann
Head of Unit for Blue Economy 
Sectors, Aquaculture and Maritime 
Spatial Planning, DG MARE



Session 2:

MSPglobal Rapid 
Assessment Methodology:
A seed initiative for other 

projects to flourish



Session 2a: Moderator & Keynote speaker

Joseph Kofi Ansong

MSPglobal RAM Leading Author

Michele Quesada da Silva

MSPglobal Coordinator

UNESCO-IOC



MSPglobal Rapid Assessment 
Methodology (MSPglobal RAM)



Why a Rapid Assessment Methodology (RAM)?
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Supporting Member States to navigate through the phases of MSP towards the identification of concrete actions to advance their processes.



Aligning MSP steps and phases
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The MSPglobal Guide on MSP builds on the first UNESCO-IOC step-by-step guide and simplified the 10 steps of MSP into 6 phases 
based on experience which shows that countries can organise MSP in different ways and still be successful.

MSP: a step-by-step approach toward EBM (2009) MSPglobal Guide on MSP (2021)

Step 1. Identifying need and establishing authority
Setting the scene

Step 2. Obtaining financial support
Step 3. Organising the process through pre-planning

Designing the planning process
Step 4. Organising stakeholder participation
Step 5. Defining and analysing existing conditions

Assessment for planning
Step 6. Defining and analysing future conditions
Step 7. Preparing and approving the spatial management plan Developing the plan
Step 8. Implementing and enforcing the spatial management plan Enabling implementation of the plan
Step 9. Monitoring and evaluating performance

Monitoring, evaluation, and adaptation of the process and the plan
Step 10. Adapting the marine spatial management process

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000186559
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000186559
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000186559
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000186559
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000186559
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000379196


MSPglobal RAM

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000393841 
EN | ES | FR

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000393841


Step 1: Identifying existing MSP-related initiatives 
including capacity development
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Initiative Name of initiative or project Period (Years) xxxx to xxxx

Scale Local, Sub-national, National, or 
Transboundary

Regional Sea* See below for classification 

Counties/Districts/
Provinces

As defined at country level Study Area (in case of specific Pilot 
Case)

Lead Lead partner/organisation

Partners/
Stakeholders

Key partners involved in the initiative

Link Link (URL) to initiative website (if any)

Issues addressed** See below for classification (be specific about the classification type where examples are given)

Description / Main Objectives Brief description of the aim and objective(s) of the initiative. 

Outputs/ List of publications E.g., Title and link to reports, tools, scientific articles, type of training and target audience of training
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Step 2: Understanding the status of MSP Phases



16

Step 2: Understanding the status of MSP Phases



Step 3: Co-developing an MSP Action Plan

17

Themes (examples) MSP Actions Timeline Lead/Supporting Authorities Resourcing/
Costing

Capacity development

Institutional 
governance

Stakeholder 
Engagement & 
Communication
Strategic visioning

Data, Knowledge & 
Tools

Monitoring

Pilots

Resource mobilisation

…



UNESCO-IOC

www.mspglobal2030.org
        @MSPglobal2030

Thank you!    Merci !    ¡Gracias! 



Chanokphon Jantharakhantee 

Director MPA Sub-division, Department of 

Marine and Coastal Resources 

Thailand

Marinez Scherer

COP30 Special Envoy for the Ocean

Brazil

Gabriel Segniagbeto 

University of Lomé 

Togo

Alimata Fofana Epse 

Diomande

Ivorian anti-pollution centre

Cote d’Ivoire

Lambert Ayitchehou

Ministry of Living Environment 

and Transport 

Benin

Session 2b: Panel with beneficiary countries 



Zoom Poll: Questions to the audience 

(EN) What is the main continent of your MSP-related work? 
(ES) ¿Cuál es el principal continente donde desarrolla su trabajo relacionado 
con la PEM?
(FR) Quel est le continent principal sur lequel vous travaillez dans le cadre de 
votre activité MSP ?

(EN) Which type of stakeholder are you?
(ES) ¿Qué tipo de parte interesada es usted?
(FR) Quel type de partie prenante êtes-vous ?



Session 3:

Launch of new MSPglobal 
guidelines and 

good practices for MSP 
practitioners



Annette Scheffer

Leading Author new Data Toolboxes

Vera Noun

Leading Author new Publications on

Engaging Offshore Wind in MSP 

Catarina Fonseca

Leading Author new Guides

Laura Stočkute

Policy Officer

DG MARE

Session 3: Moderator & Keynote speakers



Recommendations for 
Biodiversity Inclusive and Climate-smart
Marine Spatial Planning 

Catarina Fonseca - MSPglobal Biodiversity & Climate Expert, UNESCO-IOC Consultant



The Ocean’s importance

© Vlad61/Shutterstock.com

BIODIVERSITY

CLIMATE 
CHANGE

Great diversity of 
species

Food webs

Biogeochemical cycles

Oxygen production
Carbon sequestration

Climate regulation

Natural coastal defence

Resources for coastal 
IPLCs and marine-based 

industries



Facing Climate & Biodiversity Crisis

© Vlad61/Shutterstock.com

BIODIVERSITY

CLIMATE 
CHANGE

Ocean 
acidification

Warmer 
waters

Extreme 
weather 
events

Ocean 
stratification

Sea level rise

Habitat 
destruction

Population 
decline

Connectivity 
reduction

Food webs  
disruption



Facing Climate & Biodiversity Crisis

BIODIVERSITY

CLIMATE 
CHANGE

UNFCCC 

Paris Agreement 

Nationally Determined 
Contributions 

National Adaptation 
Plans 

European Green Deal 

2050 Strategy for the Blue Pacific Continent 

African Union Climate Change and Resilient Development Strategy and Action Plan 

Kunming-Montreal Global 
Biodiversity Framework

EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030 

EU Nature Restoration Law 

CBD

Sustainable 
Development Goals 

Ocean Decade 



Facing Climate & Biodiversity Crisis

Biodiversity inclusive Planning Climate-smart

KMGBF Target 1

 “Ensure that all areas are under 
participatory, integrated, and biodiversity 
inclusive spatial planning and/or effective 
management processes addressing land 
and sea use change (…), to bring the loss of 
areas of high biodiversity importance, 
including ecosystems of high ecological 
integrity, close to zero by 2030”

Agriculture
Aquaculture
Tourism
Nature Conservation
MSP

Promoting sustainability, climate 
change adaptation and mitigation 



MSProadmap

Updated Joint Roadmap to accelerate MSP processes worldwide (2022-2027)

Six priority areas divided into:

• Cross-cutting
1. Knowledge support
2. Capacity development and awareness
3. Transboundary cooperation

• Thematic
4. Climate-smart MSP
5. Marine protection and restoration
6. Sustainable blue economy

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000385718
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000385718
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000385718


MSPglobal

2021 International Guide

to assist governments, partners and MSP 
practitioners globally in the development of marine 
spatial plans, and to capture the evolution and 
lessons learned globally on MSP since the first 
guide was published in 2009 by IOC-UNESCO



MSPglobal International Guide



Definitions

Biodiversity inclusive MSP Climate-smart MSP

• Recognising biodiversity as the 
foundation of sustainable 
development

• Setting specific objectives to achieve 
nature positive outcomes

• Integrating biodiversity conservation 
and resilience as a concern across all 
maritime activities

• Integrating climate knowledge

• Incorporating flexibility to 
changing conditions

• Including climate adaptation and 
mitigation efforts



Workshops

Mapping and 
invitation of 
initiatives, 

experts and 
stakeholders

Pre-
Informative 
Workshops 

Feedback 
form

Content 
form

Review

DRAFTING

October 2024

Co-development of complementary volumes to provide actionable steps for governments, 
IPLCs, stakeholders, and all relevant parties involved in the design, implementation, 
monitoring and evaluation of marine spatial plans

July 2024 March 2025

Co-developing recommendations

©UNESCO and European Commission



Biodiversity inclusive MSP
Key foundational elements 

Knowledge-based approaches, providing a 
deeper understanding of biodiversity, 
ecosystem elements and function. 

Ocean resilience and sustainable blue 
economies should guide the vision of 
biodiversity inclusive.

Marine protection and restoration efforts,  
essential to guarantee biodiversity and 
ecosystem health in the present and for the 
future.

Engagement of rights-holders and 
stakeholders, crucial for the overall success.  

©UNESCO and European Commission



Climate-smart MSP
Key foundational elements 

Ensuring ecosystem health, essential for a 
functioning marine environment that can support 
the achievement of social and economic 
objectives. 

Understanding systems interactions and 
dynamics, including cumulative impacts and 
cascading effects of climate change and other 
human induced.

Considering social knowledge, equity and change 
will contribute to a more inclusive planning 
process.

Aligning and integrating climate and marine 
policies that can strengthen coherent governance 
and action at multiple scales. 

©UNESCO and European Commission



MSPglobal Recommendations per planning phase 

MSPglobal Guide Biodiversity inclusive principle Climate-smart principle

©UNESCO and European Commission



MSPglobal Recommendations per planning phase 



MSPglobal Recommendations per planning phase 
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Data Toolboxes for MSP

Spatial Data Infrastructure for MSP
Ocean Observations for MSP 
Annette Scheffer - MSPglobal Data Expert, UNESCO-IOC Consultant



Data Toolboxes – Motivation, Process & Scope

• Motivation:

  SDI & OO data – key to support analyses about current & future conditions

          → Support practitioners to use SDI & OO for MSP

• Process:

     1 - Extensive global expert mapping → invitation to share experiences

        2 - Workshops → brainstorming & expert input

       3 - Development of Data Toolbox: writing & review

   

• Goal for Data Toolboxes: 

         What do MSP practitioners need to keep in mind?

40

Easy to follow instructions 
   & easy to understand explanations

Detailed technical cookbook 
      about techniques & data



Data Toolboxes – Make data accessible

41

Data Toolboxes

VOLUME 1
How to develop 

a Spatial Data Infrastructure 
for MSP

VOLUME 2
How to use 

Ocean Observations
for MSP

Ocean science, 
planning & 

conservation

Data integration, 
use & 

management



Data Toolboxes – Make data accessible
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Data Toolbox

Text sections Highlight boxes

ChecklistsCase studies

Illustrations Tables & lists

Flow charts

©UNESCO



SDI for MSP – Content

43

©UNESCO

©UNESCO

©UNESCO



SDI for MSP - Data

44

• Data fundamentals: subject data & metadata
    →  frameworks, categories, uncertainties, harmonisation
    → standardisation, discoverability, readability

• Data architecture
     → structure & format, DBMS, connectivity, access

• Good practices for data
     → FAIR & CARE, versioning, consistency, sharing

©UNESCO

©UNESCO



SDI for MSP – Web architecture & data security  

45

`
Web architecture

• Connectivity & interoperability
• Dealing with growing data volumes
• Web portal

Data security, privacy & safety

• Data sensitivity
• Safe data sharing & trust building
• Strategies for managing sensitive data

©UNESCO

©UNESCO



SDI for MSP – Governance & Setup 
                         Monitoring, Evaluation & Adaptation

46

SDI governance & setup

• Institutional & policy framework
• Data management 
• Data sharing
• Communication, engagement, collaboration
• Human Resources

Monitoring, Evaluation & Adaptation

• Methods for SDI Monitoring & Evaluation
• Establishing success criteria - KPIs
• Evaluation & improvement

©UNESCO



Ocean Observations for MSP

47

Benefits of integrating ocean observations into MSP

Links to SDI 
Data Toolbox

©UNESCO



Ocean Observations for MSP – concepts, techniques 
     & initiatives

48

• Key initiatives: 
 Data collectors, aggregators & coordinators• Sampling techniques & platforms

Data input by MSP 
practitioners 

Bi-directional 
data flow

©UNESCO

Morris et al., 2021



Ocean Observations for MSP - Data

49

• Key parameters & Essential Variables
• Data formats & interoperability 
• Bi-directional data flow 
• Uncertainties, quality metrics, validation
• Data governance

Links to SDI 
Data Toolbox

©GOOS

©Elizabeth Lawrence/OBIS/UNESCO



Ocean Observations for MSP – What data?

50

What OO data is suitable & helpful for your MSP initiative?

©UNESCO



Ocean Observations for MSP – Data integration
       into MSP - practicals

51

• Good practices 
• Open data platforms
• SDI for data integration
• Data updates
• Data visualisation
• Capacity development

©Euro-Argo



Ocean Observations for MSP – Emerging trends

52

• Technical advances
• Data availability & resolution
• Digital Twins of the Ocean
• Big data & AI
• Enhancing global cooperation
    in ocean monitoring & MSP
• Climate change – different scenarios
• Emerging industries as OO contributors

©Christoph Kersten/GEOMAR 

©Veronica Nieves/University of Valencia 



Data Toolboxes – Open Access

53

Support MSP practitioners 
with data management & integration

UNESDOC - Digital Library

Dedicated website

Online access
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Engaging the Offshore Wind Sector 
in Marine Spatial Planning

Vera Noon – Leading Author



CONTENTS 

56

▪ Introduction 

▪Process of co-creation

MSP dialogues (x3)

Joint Workshop (x1)

▪Publications overview 

Vol 1 – Basic concepts

Vol 2 – Good practice



INTRODUCTION



INTRODUCTION

58

Objectives:  to provide guidelines for MSP 
practitioners and OW experts on effectively 
integrating the OW sector into MSP processes.

Context: Growing offshore wind energy expansion, 
and the need for MSP to ensure its sustainable 
integration within the marine space. 



CO-CREATION PROCESS



CO-CREATION PROCESS

▪ Expert dialogues  (online)  October 2024

▪ Joint Workshop  (online)  November 2024

▪ MSP Forum input  (Bali, ID)  October 2024

▪ Consultation process (online surveys) January-March 2025

60



EXPERT DIALOGUES
MSP / SESA practitioners (x1)

61

OW experts (x2)



MSP/SESA  experts:

62

OW experts:



JOINT WORKSHOP

MSP / SESA practitioners x OW experts 

63

OW and MSP overview 

• OW Industry perspective on challenges and 
needs for integrating OW in MSP planning 

• An integrated and multidisciplinary planning 
approach to OW 

Environmental and social aspects of OW

• Addressing biodiversity interactions with OW 
farms 

• Guidelines OW/ Nature

• Social mapping for OW:  Experience from Brazil



PUBLICATIONS OVERVIEW
Vol 1 & Vol 2 



Engaging the Offshore Wind Sector 
in Marine Spatial Planning

65

▪ What do OW experts need 
to know about MSP?

▪ What do MSP practitioners 
need to know about OWE ? 

▪ Challenges and needs
▪ Good practice based on 

case studies



Vol. 1: Sector overview [OUTLINE]

66

1. Introduction

2. Basic concepts of the Offshore Wind sector 

2.1. Historic overview(…)

2.2. Lifecycle

3. Regulatory and legal frameworks

3.1 Global policy landscape

3.2 Regional policy frameworks

3.3 Country specific approaches

4. Technical and spatial considerations 

4.1. From turbines to wind farms

4.2. Expected needs for space

4.3. Information & data

5. Impacts of the Offshore Wind sector 

5.1. Environmental & social assessments

5.2. Environmental impacts 

5.2. Social and economic impacts 

6. (Spatial) Interactions 

7. Key messages & way forward



Vol. 1: Sector overview [KEY TAKE AWAYS]

▪ Need to consider the 3D aspects of the sector (coastal and marine spaces; 
+ the coast, the seabed, the water column, the surface and the air space)

▪ OW affects the environment and the communities with varying pressures. 
Different assessment tools are available to assess (sensitivity mapping, 
SEA, EIA) across the sector’s lifecycle.

▪ Planners need to adapt their planning approaches to the evolving policy 
landscapes & targets

▪ MSP can facilitate co-existence with existing industries and socio-
ecological systems

67



Vol. 2: Good Practices [OUTLINE]

Subject 68

1. Introduction 
2. MSP and OW
3. Challenges for engaging the OW sector in MSP

3.1. Governance and institutional  framework 
3.2. Planning and spatial considerations
3.3. Public engagement and technological innovation 
3.4. Other

4. Overarching recommendations 

5. Specific recommendations per phase
5.1. Phase 1 – Setting the scene
5.2. Phase 2 – Designing the planning process
5.3. Phase 3 – Assessments for planning
5.4. Phase 4 – Developing the MSP
5.5. Phase 5 – Enabling implementation of the MSP
5.6. Phase 6 – Monitoring, evaluation and adaptation 
of the MSP process and the marine spatial plan



Vol. 2: Good Practices [KEY TAKEAWAYS]

Subject 69

▪ MSP can support OW by:
▪ Aligning development with policies 
▪ Facilitating cross sectoral coordination
▪ Reducing spatial conflicts and uncertainty
▪ Accelerating permitting processes

▪ Challenges for engaging OW in MSP:
▪ Governance fragmentation & planning differences
▪ Limited high quality data for cumulative impacts
▪ Limited public engagement and social acceptance
▪ Data sharing & tech



Vol. 2: Good Practices [KEY TAKEAWAYS]

Subject 70

▪ Overarching recommendations:

▪ MSP’s role addresses siting of OW, land-sea interactions & transboundary 
cooperation

▪ Stakeholder engagement to be early, continuous & adapted to context

▪ Environmental considerations include applying mitigation hierarchy, 
Nature Based Solutions and Nature Inclusive Design

▪ Recommendations by MSP phase 

▪ Case studies : Estonia, Australia & Colombia, Scotland, France, UK, Netherlands, 
China, Brazil, Spain, Denmark
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Zoom Poll: Questions to the audience 

(EN) Which of these products will be the most useful for your work? 
(ES) ¿Cuál de estos productos será el más útil para su trabajo? 
(FR) Lequel de ces produits sera le plus utile pour votre travail ? 

(EN) Which of the following skills is the most needed to improve your MSP capacity? 
(ES) ¿Cuál de las siguientes habilidades es la más necesaria para mejorar su capacidad como 
MSP?
(FR) Parmi les compétences suivantes, laquelle est la plus nécessaire pour améliorer votre 
capacité MSP ? 



73

Break

We will be back in a 
few minutes

☺



Session 4:

Setting the sail to 
MSPglobal 3.0 



Maren Kruse

Thünen Institute of Sea fisheries 

Germany

Potlako Khati

Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the 

Environment 

South Africa

Natalia Solís-Miranda

MSPglobal Regional Expert 

for LAC

UNESCO-IOC Consultant

Session 4a: Moderator & Keynote speakers



Zoom Poll: Questions to the audience 

(EN) Which of these upcoming products are you interested in? 
(ES) ¿Cuál de estos próximos productos le interesa? 
(FR) Lesquels de ces produits à venir vous intéressent ? 



Wenxi Zhu

Head of WESTPAC

UNESCO-IOC

Marko Tosic

Programme Specialist on behalf of Lorna Inniss, 

Head of IOCARIBE

UNESCO-IOC 

Ibukun Adewumi 

Head of IOCAFRICA

UNESCO-IOC

Joel Kamdoum

MSPglobal Regional Expert for 

Africa

UNESCO-IOC Consultant

Session 4b: Moderator & Keynote speakers



Subject 78



Zoom Poll: Questions to the audience 

(EN) Which type of regional MSP activities have you already attended in 
your region? 
(ES) ¿A qué tipo de actividades regionales sobre la PEM ya ha asistido en 
su región?
(FR) À quel type d'activités régionales sur la PEM avez-vous déjà participé 
dans votre région ?



Session 5:

Closing



Zoom Poll: Questions to the audience 

(EN) What are your expectations & recommendations to MSPglobal 3.0
(ES) ¿Cuáles son sus expectativas y recomendaciones para MSPglobal 3.0?
(FR) Quelles sont vos attentes et vos recommandations concernant MSPglobal 3.0 ?

(EN) How would you rate today's event?
(ES) ¿Cómo calificarías el evento de hoy?
(FR) Comment évalueriez-vous l'événement d'aujourd'hui ?



UNESCO-IOC

www.mspglobal2030.org
        @MSPglobal2030

Thank you!    Merci !    ¡Gracias! 



Useful elements
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