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MARINE PROTECTION AND RESTORATION

Disclaimer: These are key messages mentioned by participants of the events and do not imply the 
expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of UNESCO and the European Commission.



Marine protection and restoration

Regional MSPforum - Western Pacific and its Adjacent Areas 

Issues/Challenges: Recommendations:

Insufficient attention to ecosystem services when taking 
decisions (allocation of uses) in MSP.

• Collect data to have a general understanding of the 
ocean: species, ecosystems services, impact 
assessment, cumulative impacts. 

• Include Ecosystem Services valuation.

Marine ecosystems are complex and dynamic and there is 
much uncertainty, lack of knowledge and data around 
them.

• Use tools and modelling to address knowledge gaps, 
analyze impacts and map ecosystem sensitivity in order 
to have the necessary holistic view on the status of the 
marine environment. 

Ecosystem-based management (EBM) is understood in 
different ways by different actors. There is not a unique 
definition but a set of principles that can be interpreted 
and implemented differently.

• Include the human dimension into EBM by engaging 
and creating benefits to communities, working in 
behavior change with incentives, informing on 
decisions and monitoring impacts. 



Marine protection and restoration

Issues/Challenges: Recommendations:

MPAs connectivity needs to be science-based. Particularly 
at the ecosystem scale, connectivity is challenging in terms 
of identifying what needs to be connected, why and how.

• Scientists need to be aware and consider the timeline 
of the MSP process and understand it as an  
opportunity for intervention.

Connectivity is not straightforward. How to capture it in 
the plan? How to enable connectivity? It is unlikely that 
MSP can be the only mechanism to enable MPA 
connectivity.

• Connectivity is about enabling ecosystem-based 
approach and transboundary MSP, i.e., working at the 
wider scale enables better MPA designation and 
management opportunities. 

Disconnected MSP / MPA processes can lead to potentially 
conflicting uses at borders (e.g., MPA next to an oil 
platform).

• Experience shows that enabling successful ecological 
connectivity is dependent on successful political 
connectivity.

• Must ensure that ecological connectivity is agreed at 
the decision making level.
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Marine protection and restoration

Other key messages:

➢ Need to focus on the restoration of ecosystems in a holistic approach.

➢ Need guidelines for restoration.

➢ Drivers of biodiversity loss need to be addressed.

➢ Collaboration between the private sector and NGOs is required to achieve conservation goals.

➢ Need to combine sensitivity mapping with spatial designation.

➢ Need a strong framework connecting MSP and MPA processes.

➢ Need to establish strong frameworks and policies for MSP beyond national jurisdictions.
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SUSTAINABLE BLUE ECONOMY

Disclaimer: These are key messages mentioned by participants of the events and do not imply the 
expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of UNESCO and the European Commission.



Sustainable blue economy

Issues/Challenges: Recommendations:

The goal of the sustainable Blue Economy is to protect 
nature. We depend on a healthy nature for a Sustainable 
Blue Economy. Nature has to be seen not as a sector but 
as the basis of everything.

• Ecosystem evaluation is needed to put in place the 
long-term financial benefits on protecting our seas. 
MSP has to be the core of the Sustainable Blue 
Economy, but communications must be treated 
carefully to make sure that the private sector 
understand the benefits of this long-term Sustainable 
Blue Economy.

The public sector is responsible for public awareness, thus 
needs to explain the importance and benefits of the 
Sustainable Blue Economy. On the other hand, the private 
sector can support to integrate economic activities with 
environmental and social sustainability.

• Improvement in terms of education is needed.
• Innovation, engagement of young generations and new 

tools are key for the development of a Sustainable Blue 
Economy in the context of MSP.
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Sustainable blue economy

Other key messages:

➢ It is important to popularize the term “economic degrowth” and define the terms “Blue Growth” and “Sustainable 
Blue Economy”. There are different perspectives on the two terms. Some are interchangeable and some are 
controversial. 

➢ Aquatic food systems can be considered as good solutions in terms of sustainability. A sustainable aquaculture 
sector is needed in order to maintain food security at national level.

➢ Blue economy drives industrial transitions.

➢ There is a race for space.

➢ Towards safe, balanced and efficient human uses within the carrying capacity of marine ecosystem, "separating 
what needs to be separated, and combining what can be combined” (multi-uses approach).

➢ We need international cooperation for innovation and integrated approach in order to be able to combine 
fishery/food, nature and energy transitions within the multiple spatial challenges. 
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Sustainable blue economy

Other key messages:

➢ In terms of socially-sustainable MSP, there is a lack of inclusivity. Social sustainability requires: 
1. Recognition of diversity, rights, needs, indigenous knowledge, etc. 
2. Representation of stakeholders
3. Distribution of risks and benefits

➢ Assessment of social wellbeing is needed for the description of the baseline, scenario and monitoring analysis 
needed for MSP. Socio-economic data collection in essential for MSP. It is not expensive but must be well informed.

➢ Support to relevant stakeholders to actively participate in the MSP planning process should be encouraged.

➢ New modes of co-creative cooperation among ocean actors should be developed in order to overcome the 
challenges and move beyond business as usual.

➢ We need a sustainable blue recovery that supports synergies with livelihoods and the marine environment. We 
must consider the ocean as a lifeline that should be preserved and restored to support socio-economic resilience.
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Thank you!
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The final reports with all key messages of both events will be available soon on the MSPglobal website:

www.mspglobal2030.org

http://www.mspglobal2030.org/




Zhiwei Zhang
Professor

Frist Institute of 
Oceanography Ministry of 
Natural Resources,China

My research interests include coastal zone management with a focus on 

integrated assessment, marine spatial planning, island protection and 

management. I have done lots of work to promote MSP theory and 

application research both in national and international jobs in the East and 

Southeast Asian area in the last ten years. Currently, I work at the Research 

Center for Coastal Science and Marine Planning at the First Institute of 

Oceanography, Ministry of Natural Resources, China. 
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MSP accelerating blue economy 
development in the region
Zhiwei Zhang
First Institute of Oceanography, Ministry of Natural Resources
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I. MSP and the Blue Economy 

In developing a sustainable Blue Economy, the increasing demand for maritime space
for various uses, as well as the multiple pressures on marine and coastal resources,
requires an integrated approach to ocean management. As a political process of analyzing
and allocating parts of the marine space to specific uses to achieve ecological, economic
and social objectives, Marine Spatial Planning (MSP) provides a way to organise the use
of the ocean space, and the interactions among uses and between uses and the marine
environment.
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I. MSP and the Blue Economy

With the rapid development of ocean-based industries, the

Blue Economy is increasingly being recognized as an

attractive area for investment, with great potential for

economic growth, innovation and employment creation in the

coming decades. It includes established sectors such as

fisheries, oil and gas extraction, maritime transport and

tourism, as well as new and emerging industries such as those

related to ocean energy, blue biotechnology and marine

minerals.
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I. MSP and the Blue Economy

pChallenges to delivering a sustainable Blue Economy

• Threats to ecosystem services

• Lack of resources, governance integration and sectoral collaboration

• Key sectoral challenges

- Over exploitation and IUU fishing

- Environmental impacts, spatial use conflicts and social license to 

operate in the offshore renewables sector

- Environmental and social impacts in the coastal and marine 

tourism sector

- Environmental impacts in the maritime transport sector
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pDeveloping a sustainable Blue Economy
MSP as an enabler of Blue Economy:

• Promote multi-uses as well as identify sites for new and 

emerging uses;

• MSP can also be used as a tool for increasing investor 

confidence by introducing transparency and 

predictability;

• MSP may also facilitate filling critical knowledge gaps on 

the ocean and key sectors;

• Transboundary MSP can foster collaboration across 

borders for regional development.

Factors promoting the development of a sustainable Blue 
Economy (IOC-UNESCO)

II. The contribution of MSP to Blue Economy



II. The contribution of MSP to Blue Economy

MSP provides a way to organise the use of the
ocean space, and the interactions among uses
and between uses and the marine environment.
The ecosystem-based approach (EBA) to
ocean management in MSP further promotes
development of maritime and coastal
economies through sustainable use of
resources.
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MSP
MSP

MSPBlue Economy 

MSP is like a ladder of the
Blue Economic development



III. Case Study

The European Union is leading the way in the development and rollout of offshore renewable energy 

technologies. The European Commission has set a target to reach installed capacities of 60 GW from 
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MSP as an enabler of the European Union Renewable Energy Strategy:

offshore wind by 2030 and 300 GW by 2050, complemented

by 40 GW of ocean energy and other emerging technologies

such as floating wind and solar by 2050. Achieving these

targets will require identifying and using a much larger

number of sites for offshore renewable energy production

and connection to the power transmission grid.



III. Case Study

The strategy identifies MSP as having a key role in delivering the renewable energy targets,

stating that MSP is able to “mitigate conflicts between policy priorities while also creating synergies

between economic sectors” , as well as protect vulnerable marine ecosystems. The strategy goes on

to note that integrating offshore renewable energy development objectives when developing national

maritime spatial plans based on national energy and climate plans, though challenging, would signal

to business and investors the governments’ intentions with regard to the future development of the

renewable offshore sector, helping both the private and the public sector to plan ahead.
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III. Case Study
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In 2012, a system was established for training and
employing local fishers as marine rangers and equipping
them with faster boats to work together with the coast
guard to monitor activities. These actions, among others,
have led to a significant recovery of fish stocks and an
increase in fishers’ incomes, as dramatic increases in
abundance of some species have been recorded in
comparison to previous years.

Ecosystem-based fisheries management and the importance of maritime surveillance: A 

success  story from Turkey:  



III. Case Study

The success of this project highlights that where management authorities, resource 

users and other stakeholders are willing to work together to achieve common objectives, 

good management outcomes are possible. The process was supported by appropriate 

communication strategies and well-designed awareness activities.
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pExample: China
ØMSP Regulation system：

Ø Marine functional Zoning

Ø Marine ownership Management

Ø Paid system of sea area

ØKey pillars:
Ø Gross ocean product maintained at an average annual growth rate 

of 7.5%
Ø In 2017, Gross ocean product is 77611 billion, accounting for 9.4% of 

GDP
Ø 36.57 million Ocean-related employed persons

III. Case Study



IV. Conclusion

1. A sustainable ocean economy offers a pathway for
economic development where blue growth does not
mean compromising sustainability. Marine plans should
apply the ecosystem-based approach, centred on the
recognition that value creation based on the sustainable
use of marine resources is dependent on a healthy ocean
and on species and habitat diversity.
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IV. Conclusion

2. Knowledge for marine management and
innovation are key for developing a
sustainable Blue Economy. Ecosystem-based
management is based on knowledge about
ecosystems, their environmental status and
pressures and impacts on them. Knowledge
provides a better basis for environmental
management and for innovation and value
creation.
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marine management innovation

Knowledge



IV. Conclusion

3. Collaboration for sustainable development is crucial. A
sustainable Blue Economy is dependent largely on
cooperation among the users of the marine space. Without
cooperation and partnerships, the possibilities of sustainable
development of ocean-based industries will be significantly
reduced. MSP provides an avenue for collaboration at local
and national levels and across borders. Collaboration among
state agencies, the private sector, academia, local
communities and funding bodies creates an enabling
environment which promotes sustainable development.
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Thank you!    





Mr. Ukkrit SATAPOOMIN
Director of Marine Resources Conservation Division

Department of Marine and Coastal Resources

Area of work:
- Restoration of marine and coastal ecosystems
- Artificial reefs (AR) installation program
- Conservation and management measures  
- Marine protected areas
- MSP
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Practices in Thailand
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Marine issues:

o Climate changes 
consequences

o Land-based pollution
o Overexploitation of 

resources
o Habitat degradation
o Irresponsible/ illegal 

activities and practices
o Use conflicts 
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Implementation of MSP in Thailand has 
been carried out in the form of a sub-
scale pilot projects in 3 areas:

q Lan Island (Chonburi Province)
q Sichang Island (Chonburi Province)
q Phang Nga Bay (Phang Nga, Phuket, 

and Krabi Provinces)
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Lan Island

Issues:
Highly intensive human 
activity and disturbance
o Pollutions (sewage, solid 

wastes)  
o Conflict among complex 

marine tourism activities
o Damage of coral reefs
o Coastal erosion

Action:
o Collection of baseline 

information on ecological 
condition and human 
activities
o Identification of human use 

conflict and compatibility
o Identify future conditions
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Lan Island

Output:

Zoning scheme with 9 usage areas

Swimming zone
Pier area
Mooring and anchoring area
SCUBA diving zone
Snorkeling zone
Seawalker zone
Coral reef rehabilitation area
Coral reef protection zone
Marine protection zone
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Sichang Island

Issues:

Ø Complex utilization of marine areas (i.e., 
cargo-ship traffic and anchoring, fisheries, 
tourism, and conservation activities) 
Ø Dispersal and contamination of substances 
during goods-transferring process (e.g.,  cassava 
flour and other products) degraded water 
quality and coral reefs.
Ø Limitations of marine resources area

Action:
1.Gather baseline information on natural resources 

and maritime activities.
2. Spatial mapping of resources and usage areas.
3. Identify uses conflict and compatibility

4. Identify future scenario.
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Sichang Island

Output:
• Draft Zoning Plan

1. Development area
2. Sustainable fisheries/aquaculture area
3. Urban area and tourism zone
4. Conservation zone
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Phang-gna Bay

Issues:

Ø Complex maritime activities such as fisheries, 
tourism, and maritime transport, ports and 
marina facilities

Action:
1. Collecting and mapping baseline information, 

ecological conditions, and human activities
2. Identify human uses conflict and 

compatibility
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Current progress:

1. Conflict and Compatibility Analysis 
using human uses compatibility and 
conflict matrix

2. Stakeholder engagement in drafting 
zoning scheme

Phang-gna Bay



Regional MSPforum –Accelerating Marine Spatial Planningin the Western Pacific

National-level MSP

1. Establishment of the MSP Subcommittee under the National Maritime Interest 
Policy Committee (NPT) [by the Office of the National Security Council (ONSC) 
through provision of the Maritime Interest Protection Act A.D. 2019]

2. Formulating the MSP roadmap
- Development of marine data and geographic information portal system
- Synthesis of policies and plans for maritime activities and marine area 

utilization and protection
- Review of relevant laws and regulations
- Enhancing MSP knowledge and understanding, including capacity 

building
- Promoting stakeholder engagement
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Eunhee Kim

Vice Director

Citizens’ Institute for 
Environmental Studies

Since June of 2014, Eunhee Kim has been working on marine 
protection/conservation, tackling IUU fishing activities in Korean distant-
water/domestic fisheries, and enhancing transparency in Korean fisheries.  

In her marine protection career, she has focused on Antarctic marine 
protected areas, the BBNJ treaty, and national MPAs.    
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Is the public’s awareness of marine 
protection reflected enough in MSP? 
Eunhee Kim



How much does the public want marine 
protection?  

Regional MSPforum –Accelerating Marine Spatial Planning in the Western Pacific

(Lotze et al., 2018)

Percent of respondents who believe the marine environment is under 
threat

Ranking of threats facing the ocean
Percent of respondents who are in support or favor of marine protected areas



A public survey in Korea (2022) by CIES and APIL 
(Advocate for public interest law)
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Do you think marine protected areas need to be expanded more?



Challenges that Korea faces with proceeding 
with MSP in relation to the public 

• Limited public engagement and participation 
• Lack of transparency in MSP processes
• Lack of communications 
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Name LIU YULONG

Senior Engineer

CCCC Water Transportation Consultants 
Co.,Ltd

From July 2014 to now, Work in the following three areas

pHarbor City Comprehensive Development

pBasin Comprehensive Development

pOcean Development Consulting
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Liu Yulong



Project Background
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斐济

泰国
圭亚那

孟加拉

巴基斯坦

马达加斯加

中国

• The Marine Spatial Planning Academy of China Oceanic Development Foundation was established in December 
2018.

• CCCCWTC began to undertake the marine spatial planning in Fiji of the Cooperation of MSP for Silk Road and Island 
Countries in January 2019.



Project Journey
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2019.1-5

data collection 
and survey

2019.9-12

MSP study
开展海洋空间规划研

究

2020.6-9

research 
report 

special 
report study

results reporting
results revision

communication on 
results with PIDF 

communication 
and 

cooperation 

in-house review 
and further 

revision
院内评审与深化修

改

2020.10-now

Fiji

MSP study

in-house 
review and 

further 
revision

2020.1-52019.7-82019.6



Planning Strategy

Feature 1: frequent tropical storms and complex 
seabed topography
Feature 2: disorderly resource development and 
severe environmental situation
Feature 3: undiversified development and 
utilization means and urgent development needs
Feature 4: great focus on private property rights 
and high challenge in unified contro

Feature 1: ideal geographical location as a hub
Feature 2: unique resource advantages and high 
biological diversity
Feature 3: sustained economic growth and an 
open trade environment
Feature 4: stable social development and warm 
and honest people

Perceptions and Strengths Situations and Issues
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Planning Strategy

Development Strategy

inheritance and 
development

protection 
and 

maintenance
interconnection

exploration and 
improvement

regulation 
and order



Planning Objective
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inheritance of customs and traditions + protection of ecological environment
+ development of blue economy

Provide broad access of investment for the members of the International Alliance of Blue Economy

Improve integrated marine management by coordinating conflicts and 
compatibility of human uses of the sea



Planning Vision
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2 Planning scenarios, 6 major categories of sea use and 11 sub-categories of sea use 

sea use for cities and tourism 
• tourism and leisure 
• mix of community and tourism 
• mix of ecology and tourism 

sea use for ports and shipping 
• port 
• waterway 

sea use for fishery 
• traditional fishing
• commercial fishing 

sea use for communities 
• sea use for traditional communities 
• mix of ecology and community 

sea use for ecology 
• ecological protection 

multi-use of the sea 
• energy development 

sea use for cities and tourism 
• tourism and leisure 

sea use for ports and shipping 
• port 
• waterway 

sea use for fishery 
• traditional fishing
• commercial fishing

sea use for communities 
• sea use for traditional communities 
• mix of community and tourism 

sea use for ecology
• ecological protection
• mix of ecology and tourism 
• mix of ecology and community 

multi-use of the sea
• energy development 

scenario one:
development-oriented

scenario two:
environment-orienteddynamic development 

flexible adjustment 



20 developable projects 

1

Blue Economy Vision Serial 
Number

Projects

coastal tourism
滨海旅游

1 building of an international coastal 
tourism destination

2 regional tourism hub

3 construction of a ring road and post 
system

port and shipping
港口航运

4 shipping hub in South Pacific
5 cruise home port

6 inter-island water transportation 
terminal

aquatic industry
水产渔业

7 modern fishing port
8 fish processing base
9 marine pasture construction

10 modernized aquaculture

commerce and 
finance
商贸金融

11 bonded processing
12 offshore trade
13 offshore finance

culture and exhibition
文化展示

14 traditional culture display
15 exhibition and events
16 island wedding
17 film shooting

energy development
能源开采

18 offshore wind power
19 tidal power generation
20 prospecting and mining

2
3

4

5

6

6

7
8

8

9

10

11
12 13

14

1516

17

18

19

20

16

17

15

9

9

9

14

2

2 16

8

10

Project List 项目列表
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Arpana PRATAP

Director Blue Economy

Pacific Islands 
Development Forum 

Hello and Bula Vinaka! I am Arpana Pratap, serving as PIDF’s Director 
for Blue Economy and oversees the development of blue economies in the 
Pacific region and empower coastal communities and resources owners on 
sustainable use of the resources. I also oversee the food and nutrition security 
initiative of the PIDF which takes a holistic approach to food and nutrition 
security in the Pacific.

I previously worked at the International Planned Parenthood Federation (IPPF), 
the Pacific Community (SPC), Empower Pacific and the University of the South 
Pacific (USP).
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Enhancing MSP in the Pacific 
Ms. Arpana Pratap



Overview

q Most Pacific Island Countries’ jurisdiction is the sea. It is where majority of the biodiversity is found, 
including its cultural, social and economic value.

q Pacific Island Countries have rich natural capital; therefore, governments and stakeholders require 
information in order to locate and manage these capital

q Marine Spatial Planning (MSP) is one approach to realize these benefits. “It is an integrated planning 
process that seeks to achieve ecological, economic, and social objectives by distributing human activities in 
the sea”. 

q The Marine and Coastal Biodiversity Management in Pacific Island Countries (MACBIO) project aims to 
support countries that are embarking upon MSP processes by utilizing open-source tools such as QGIS 
which will balance uses with the need to protect the rich natural capital upon which Pacific Island countries 
rely on. 

q The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) co-developed the MSP Toolkit for the Pacific 
which is a ten-step process to a healthier and stronger economy.  
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Marine Spatial Planning Process Brief in the 
Pacific

Fiji

• Fiji has committed to a national network of 30% marine 
managed/protected areas

• Fiji will be designating 30% of its 1.2 million km of ocean within 
its Economic Exclusive Zone (EEZ) as marine protected areas 
with 100% sustainable management of its EEZ by 2030. 

• The tool developed through the Marine Spatial Planning 
processes will ensure the proper functioning of Fiji’s MPA and 
robust marine security that involves monitoring IUU fishing

• The cross-sectoral Marine Working Group (MWG) of Fiji’s 
Protected Area Committee (PAC) has been working with NGOs 
and other partners to support the government in delivering on 
this commitment. This includes the coordination of targeted 
efforts in Vatu-i-Ra, the Great Sea Reef, Lau and Kadavu.  

• The Fiji government has published Fijis first National Ocean 
Policy which is enshrined in law as part of the proposed Climate 
Change legislation in Fiji 
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Tonga

• The Tongan Government recognized the important of spatial 
management, including of its ocean, since 2012, with the launch of 
their National Spatial Planning Act.

• On 22 July 2015, Cabinet decided that cross-sectoral planning and 
coordination for integrated ocean management was critical, as a 
result, the Oceans 7 was formulated. It is Tonga’s Marine Spatial 
Planning technical working group which comprises of 7 Ministries.

• The Pacific Island Regional Oceans Policy also provides relevant 
legislations and policies that support the development of MSP in 
Tonga. 

• Tonga’s voluntary commitments at the UN Ocean Conference 
includes a marine spatial plan, including a network of 30% marine 
protected areas by 2020

• n 2021, the Tongan Government has approved the Tonga Ocean 
Management Plan that ensures sustainable management of the 
country’s exclusive economic zone (EEZ) 



Kiribati

• In 2017, the interim inter-ministerial ocean committee was formed 
through relevant government ministries to prepare for the UN 
Ocean Conference and discuss marine spatial planning efforts in 
Tarawa and Kiritimati Islands  

• MSP workshops and GIS capacity training provided to key 
officials have resulted in preliminary spatial maps and 
information as basis for MSP in Kiribati 

• Kiribati established the Phoenix Island Protected Area (PIPA) in 
2006, one of the large-Scale Marine Protected Areas in the world. 
It constitutes around 11% of Kiribati’s Exclusive Economic Zone 
(EZZ).

• An MSP approach would be undertaken to look at all the threats, 
current uses and negotiating the best management actions for the 
PIPA. 

• The Government is now moving into the direction of initiating 
marine spatial planning processes in Tarawa, Kiritimati Island 
and other Line Islands, as well as finalizing steps for 
institutionalizing functional ocean governance committees and 
policy instruments to oversee broad range of issues concerning 
EEZ of Kiribati
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Solomon Islands 

• The National Ocean Policy of the Solomon Islands which was 
launched in 2018, described Marine Spatial Planning as an inter-
sectoral and participatory planning process and tool that seeks to 
balance ecological, economic, and social objectives, aiming for 
sustainable marine resource use and prosperous blue economies.

• In 2012, cabinet endorsed the Ocean 12 Steering Committee and a 
technical working group tasked to carry out tasks under the 
Ocean 12

• MACBIO assisted the Ocean 12 in its efforts to identify unique 
marine areas, potential ocean zones and marine bioregions for the 
Solomon Islands 

• The strategies for developing a National Ocean Governance Act 
and Regulations will allow for the development of a national 
marine spatial plan. 

• Coral reef surveys and habitat maps were created for Fiji, Tonga, 
and the Solomon Islands, which helped fill critical gaps in marine 
spatial planning processes knowledge system.



Vanuatu
• Vanuatu’s National Ocean Policy states that marine spatial 

planning is an integral part of ecosystem-based ocean 
management. The MSP vision is incorporated into the Ocean 
Policy; by 2020, a healthier ocean for our people and our culture, 
today and tomorrow

• In 2015, the National Committee on Maritime Boundary 
Delimitation established the Ocean Policy Sub-Committee. This 
Sub-Committee is tasked to work as the Ocean Policy 
Implementation Sub-Committee and comprises line ministries 
who have interest in the ocean

• Vanuatu launched its National Ocean Policy in 2016 and 
committed to a Marine Spatial Plan which includes a network of 
Marine Protected Areas. This were Vanuatu’s voluntary 
commitments made at the UN Ocean Conference

• The objective of the MSP throughout Vanuatu’s ocean is to have 
spatial zoning that identifies priority areas for development and 
for conservation that separates conflicting uses and builds 
resilience to climate change impacts and disasters.
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Nauru

• In 2016, an MSP training workshop was carried out in the Republic 
of Nauru which aims to introduce MSP to relevant Nauruan 
government authorities, communities and NGOs,  to build capacity 
on MSP principles and assist in the draft of an MSP plan for Nauru

• The MSP training workshop laid the foundation for developing a 
full marine spatial planning framework for Nauru.   

Federated States of Micronesia
• In early 2022, the Governor, the President and Ted Waitt signed 

declaration of commitment to blue prosperity Micronesia to 
develop marine spatial plan for Chuuk’s coastal waters. Earlier in 
2019, FSM and the Blue Prosperity Coalition signed an MOU to 
protect 30% of the FSM’s water and strengthen fisheries 
management as well as support development of marine industries

• The overall goal of the Micronesia Challenge is to protect and 
effectively manage 50% of coastal territory and 30% of terrestrial 
territory by 2030.  



The Republic of Marshall Islands 
• The Marshall Islands had committed to effectively conserve 30% 

of nearshore coastal and marine resources by 2020 under the 
Micronesian Challenge

• Marine Spatial Planning has been incorporated in the National 
Reef to Ridge programme document of the Republic of the 
Marshall Islands. One of the outcomes of this programme was to 
integrate ‘blue forest’ and coastal livelihoods and shared support 
for evidence-based coastal and marine spatial planning

• This programme highlighted the need for action in improved 
management of ocean and coastal fisheries as one of the focal 
areas. 

• The process of identifying conservation targets relied heavily 
using local knowledge during the stakeholder engagement 
process to identify areas and species of cultural significance.
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Niue
• The government and the people of Niue, in collaboration with 

Tofia Niue through the Niue Ocean Wide (NOW) public-private 
partnership have implemented new marine legislation passed in 
November 2021. 

• This will ensure sustainable use across its entire EEZ and 
sovereign waters (317,500 square kilometers) while also 
contributing to the global environment, climate action and key 
sustainable development goals

• The Niue Nukutuluea Multiple-Use Marine Park safeguards 100 
percent of its Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ and Territorial seas), 
building on legislation passed in 2020 to fully protect 40 percent 
as a no-take Large Scale Marine Protected Area (Niue Mona 
Mahu) 



Palau
• In 2015 Palau National Marine Sanctuary Act (PNMS) was 

enacted into law. This act mandates the closure of 80% of Palau’s 
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) to commercial fishing and all 
extractive activities by 2020

• The Palau National Government has recognized the critical need 
to establish a nationwide system to support states efforts in 
protecting Palau’s unique natural resources. To date, states 
throughout Palau has established 35 MPA

Tuvalu
• The need for a national ocean policy arises due to the importance 

of the ocean and its resources to Tuvaluans in terms of culture, 
food, and economy, and the need to protect and sustainably 
manage Tuvalu’s natural resources in an integrated way

• The process to create the ocean policy must be locally driven 
with procedures for inclusive and respectful consultation. 
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Cook Islands  
• The Marae Moana Act 2017 (the Act) established the Marae 

Moana within the waters of the Cook Islands and provides for its 
integrated management. 

• Part 3 of the Act covers policy and spatial planning and specifies 
that regulations must be developed and in place to guide 
development of marine spatial plans (MSPs)

• MSPs will be the first for Marae Moana, they are the primary 
planning instrument under the Act, and will have legacy impacts 
for at least the next 10 years. It is critically important that the 
legislative and regulatory basis for MSPs is progressive and 
sound at the outset: any deficiencies will remain in the system for 
the medium to long term. 



Conclusion 

To Conclude, 
The concept of marine spatial planning is not new, and countries are already applying aspects of marine 
spatial planning, for example, in zoning to control tuna access, in the use of locally managed marine areas. 
A more holistic MSP process can improve marine resource management by setting aside areas that need 
protection and areas of human uses.  Hence, it reduces conflict, increases certainty, and maximizes the social, 
economic and ecological benefits that the ocean has to offer
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Thank you!    


	Slide 1: Key messages from 5th International MSPforum &  3rd International Conference on MSP 
	Slide 2: Marine protection and restoration
	Slide 3: Marine protection and restoration
	Slide 4: Marine protection and restoration
	Slide 5: Key messages from 5th International MSPforum &  3rd International Conference on MSP 
	Slide 6: Sustainable blue economy
	Slide 7: Sustainable blue economy
	Slide 8: Sustainable blue economy
	Slide 9: Regional MSPforum - Western Pacific and its Adjacent Areas 

