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1. It is a great honor to be invited to the MSP Forum 

Session for Africa and the Adjacent Island States. Our 

sharing of experience in MSP dynamics in our 

respective maritime domains, help break the ice and 

chart a joint pathway forward on Marine Spatial 

Planning in Africa, and especially in the island 

communities. 

 

2. Needless to say, ocean ecosystems are fundamental, 

and key to our sustainable blue economy policies and 

strategies, investments and development, 

communities, livelihoods, social inclusion, equity, and 

resilience.  And because the ocean ecosystems now 

face the serious impacts of climate change, marine 

pollution, and biodiversity loss; Marine Spatial 
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Planning process has now become a way of life 

across our development planning landscape. 

 

3. Marine Spatial Planning in Africa is unique in that it 

blends the environmental and political declarations 

such as the Africa Union Agenda 2063, Africa 

Integrated Maritime Strategy 2050,  Lome Charter on 

Maritime Security, the African Union Blue Economy 

Strategy, the African Ministerial Council on 

Environment – AMCEN Cairo Declaration of 2015; 

These political instruments are vital in addressing the 

environmental, climate and biodiversity threats, by 

implementing our respective Blue Economy Agenda. 

 

4.  Bearing in mind the development of Regional Ocean 

Governance Strategies guiding MSP under the 

Nairobi, Abidjan and the Barcelona Conventions, 

respectively, it is therefore essential for us, as the 

policy enablers, to institutionalize MSP in our 

sustainable development processes by co-creating a 

bridge between Science and Policy; a bridge that 

supports allocating maritime spaces and planning for 

BE activities, while ensuring the conservation of our 

Ocean. 

 

5. So. the political will towards MSP in Tanzania, 

including Zanzibar, has provided us with a great 

opportunity to engage a critically important issue of 



3 
 

cross-policy and inter-sectoral collaboration in 

managing our MSP drive - for the sake of blue 

economy investments, coastal and marine 

conservation, community empowerment, and social 

inclusion. 

 

 

6. By working with development partners such as the 

UNDP, UNEP, UNESCO-IOC, TNC, WIOMSA and 

others in engaging Marine Spatial Planning,  the 

process of cross-sectoral and community-centric 

cooperation,  support, coordination, capacities, and 

dialogue have helped advance our marine 

conservation and sustainable development trade-offs 

in ocean-based sectors such as Tourism, Fisheries, 

Aquaculture, Maritime Trade, Services and 

Infrastructure, Energy and in Marine conservation, 

research and diplomacy. 

 

7. Like many other islands, our economy in Zanzibar is 

entirely connected to the ocean. Over 45.3% of our 

GDP share coming from our mainly tourism and trade 

services economy. Agriculture, Forestry and Fishing 

making up about 27.1% of the GDP Share.  
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8. Zanzibar Development Vision 2050 calls upon 

carrying out of Marine Spatial Planning to accelerate 

our Blue Economy agenda -  based on two key 

pathways: Empowerment of our communities from 

ocean activities;  and an investment plan based on 

transformation of our sectors such as tourism, 

fisheries, aquaculture, ports, maritime transport, and 

energy.  

 

9. Zanzibar Development Plan (ZADEP) has prioritized 

improvement of our Legal Policy Frameworks; 

Awareness and Social Inclusion, Gender 

Mainstreaming; Engagement of Private Sector; and 

Blue Diplomacy to strengthen participation and 

Develop and Implement MSP. 

 

10. The advantages we have on the current drive towards 

MSP include - a strong support for MSP across the 

URT; Wide range of existing data to support MSP; 

Numerous existing spatial management tools and 

processes to build on MSP; Existing capacity in 

Government and NGO partners to support MSP; but 

also, a strong development partner support for blue 

economy development and MSP. 

 

11. We do have challenges. These include Weak of 

Institutional Coordination Mechanism, coordination 

mechanism on MSP in the EEZ; and absence of a 
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direct legal instrument guiding MSP itself apart from 

the Blue Economy Policy. Moreover, Data is 

inconsistent and fragmented across numerous 

agencies; and that Data on EEZ resources and 

habitats is limited/ inadequate. 

 

12. The Zanzibar Blue Economy Policy focuses on 

Mainstreaming integrated ocean governance and 

marine spatial planning (MSP).  The Government is 

required to put in place MSP processes to enhance 

the functional integrity of the coastal and marine 

resources while enabling sustainable development. 

The Policy priority includes Promoting awareness-

raising, support technical capacity and expertise on 

MSP; harmonize cross-sector legal and institutional 

frameworks for MSP; Conduct comprehensive MSP 

consultation and research; and implement and 

enforce MSP. 

 

13. The Blue Economy Strategy underscores the need to 

integrate MSP process with ICZM and NAPs 

considering, climate, biodiversity and land-based 

needs to ensure alignment between land and ocean. 

All this within a participatory, accountable, 

transparent, equitable and inclusive approach to meet 

present and future needs. 

 

14. Our development priorities must go hand in hand with 

the conservation and protection of our ocean. 
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Investing and integrating Marine Spatial Planning in 

fisheries, mariculture, seaweed farming, tourism, 

maritime trade, services and infrastructure oil and 

gas, and energy for a sustainable future will increase 

our scientific knowledge of the ocean, develop 

research capacity, improve our ocean health and 

enhance the state of our marine biodiversity.  

 

15. But we need to be sure that our MSP process will 

address social inclusion and equity and needs of the 

people exchange knowledge on MSP to promote BE, 

and at the same time develop awareness in 

conserving our Exclusive Economic Zone, and work 

together in the global dynamics to conserve 

Biodiversity Beyond National Jurisdiction.  

 

 

16. We should be innovative to use Marine Spatial 

Planning to engage land-based sources of pollution 

by  tackling waste disposal, marine litter, plastics, and 

wastewater discharge. This is crucial to protect our 

coral reefs, mangroves, and fish spawning habitats. 

 

 

17. The linkage between Blue Economy and Marine 

Spatial Planning should be clearly understood. MSP 

and Blue Economy should therefore be integrated, 
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adaptive, systemic, dynamic, inclusive, participatory, 

and ecosystem based. Working together with 

development partners will help strengthen all areas of 

cooperation in Ocean Conservation, and ensure a 

long-term goal of safe, and sustainable blue economy 

for the sake of our communities. 

 

Thank you. 
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OUTLINE
• MARINE SPATIAL PLANNING

• MARINE SPATIAL PLANNINGTIMELINE 
TIMELINE

• CHALLENGES

• NEXT STEPS

COUNTRY OVERVIEW
~Over 3000 km of coastline

~4 Provinces

~4 Metropolitan Municipalities

~48 local government(Municipalities)

➢ 60 Million population

~Land Size:1.2mn km2

~Exclusive Economic Zone Size:1.5mn km2



WHY MARINE SPATIAL PLANNING IN 
SOUTH AFRICA?

• Evidence shows benefits of zoning the ocean in 

space and time

• Operation Phakisa: Oceans Economy(2014)

• The Operation Phakisa: Oceans Economy target 

initiative has a target to create 1 million jobs by 

2030.

• To allocate space for different sectors under 
Operation Phakisa: Oceans Economy
• Transport
• Tourism
• Mining(Oil and Gas)
• Defence
• Heritage
• Conservation
• Fisheries and aquaculture
• Telecommunications
• Research



Marine Spatial Planning 
(MSP) does not replace 
single-sector management 
but provides an organising 
framework that integrates 
decision-making across 
sectors

The major MSP output is 
a comprehensive
sustainable 
development plan that 
guides where and when 
uses occur in the ocean

MARINE SPATIAL PLANNING

MARINE

SPATIAL

PLANNING





National MSP 
Framework(2017) 

MSP Act,Act 16 of 2018 

MSP DEST

National Data and 
Information Report(2022) 

1st Marine Area Plan (Southern)

2nd Marine Area Plan

3rd Marine Area Plan

Marine Area Plan Level

Marine 
Sector 
Plans

Conflict 
Analysis

National Level

4th Marine Area Plan (PEI)

MSP OVERVIEW



THE FOUR MARINE PLANNING AREAS



CROSS BORDER STUDY AREA(2022)



MARINE SPATIAL PLANNING DECISION SUPPORT TOOL







Marine Sector Plans
• Marine Biodiversity Sector Plan

• Coastal and Marine Tourism Sector Plan

• Marine Transport and Ports Sector Plan

• Maritime and Underwater Cultural Heritage Sector Plan

• Marine Defence (Navy) Sector Plan

• Marine Research Sector Plan

• Aquaculture Sector Plan

• Wild fisheries Sector Plan

• Oil and Gas Sector Plan

• Underwater Infrastructure Sector Plan

2023/24
• Development of the first Marine Area Plan

NEXT STEPS



THANK YOU!

Moses Ramakulukusha:

MSP Secretariat

Ocean Conservation Strategies

Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment

Email: MRamakulukusha@dffe.gov.za

Website: http://www.environment.gov.za

Address: 1 East pier road, East pier Building, Waterfront, Cape Town, 8001 
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A Sustainable Blue Economy is the sustainable use of ocean and coastal 
resources which generates equitably and inclusively distributed benefits 

for people, protects and restores healthy ocean ecosystems , and 
contributes to the delivery of global ambitions for a sustainable future.

- UN Environment Programme



Africa Blue Economy Strategy
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Identification 
of priorities

Key findings, 
best practices, 
priority actions

1. Fisheries, aquaculture, conservation and sustainable 
aquatic ecosystems

2. Shipping/transportation, trade, ports, maritime 
security, safety and enforcement

3. Coastal and maritime tourism, climate change, 
resilience, environment, infrastructure

4. Sustainable energy and mineral resources and 
innovative industries

5. Policies, institutional and governance, 
employment, job creation and poverty eradication, 
innovative financing



Region Preparatory stage MSP at early 
stage

MSP at intermediary stage Approved MSP
(national, sub-national & 

local plans)
West Nigeria, Gambia, 

Guinea-Bissau, Liberia, 
Togo

Guinea, Ivory Coast, Ghana, 
Senegal, Benin, Sierra 
Leone, São Tomé and 
Príncipe

Cape Verde

Central Republic of the Congo, 
Congo, Equatorial 
Guinea, Cameroon, 
Gabon 

North Mauritania Egypt, Libya Algeria, Tunisia, Morocco

Status of MSP

• Intermediary: Existing legislation on MSP and/or a competent 
authority for MSP and/or MSP pilot project 

• Approved: At least part or all of the maritime area has a plan that is 
approved through a statutory legislation 

• Preparatory stage: National MSP workshops and training held. Existing  
sector legislation that can potentially support MSP

• Early stage: The country has MSP considered within a broader framework of 
ocean governance initiatives e.g. blue economy, conservation, ICZM
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MSP challenges and gaps in WCN Africa 
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Legislative and 
institutional gaps

Limited awareness 
about MSP and its 

benefits

Lack of political 
direction and 

guidance on MSP

Limited data and 
evidence to 

support MSP

Limited strategic 
approach to 
funding MSP



The SBE Transition Framework and key phases  



Priority Actions for advancing MSP in WCN Africa 
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1

Support MS  
establish an 
institutional/ 
legal 
framework 
for MSP

2

Work with AU 
MS to define 
roadmap and 
timeline for 
MSP

3

Build capacity 
for MSP 
through 
training and 
pilot projects

4

Raise 
awareness 
and 
communicatio
n about MSP 

5

Regional 
guidelines to 
advance MSP 
transboundar
y cooperation

6

Regular 
monitoring of 
the status and 
progress of 
MSP in Africa

7

Sustainable 
financing for 
MSP



Thank you!
Merci!


