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MSPglobal Final Conference
On 5 October 2021, the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO (IOCUNESCO) and the European Commission’s Directorate-General for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries
(DG MARE) organised the online final conference of their joint MSPglobal Initiative.
The MSPglobal Initiative was designed to support – from November 2018 to October 2021 – the
implementation of the ‘Joint Roadmap to accelerate Maritime/Marine Spatial Planning
processes worldwide’ (MSProadmap)1, which was adopted by IOC-UNESCO and DG MARE in
March 2017.
The event – moderated by the journalist and broadcaster Karen Coleman – aimed to share the
key outcomes of the MSPglobal Initiative while providing an overall approach to
Marine/Maritime Spatial Planning (MSP) initiatives at national, regional and global scale.
The conference also marked the launch of the ‘MSPglobal International Guide on
Marine/Maritime Spatial Planning’2, the main deliverable of the project.
The presentations and video recordings of the conference (English, French and Spanish) are
available on the MSPglobal website3.

Participants Profile
The event was attended by 535 unique viewers from 87 countries (on all
continents), including participants, speakers and organisers.
Gender balance

1

Link to access the roadmap: https://www.mspglobal2030.org/msp-roadmap/
Link to access the guide: https://www.mspglobal2030.org/resources/key-msp-references/
3 Link to access the event’s document and videos: https://www.mspglobal2030.org/events/final-conference-of-themspglobal-initiative/
2
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 Opening remarks

Mr. Virginijus Sinkevičius
European Commissioner for Environment,
Oceans and Fisheries

Mr. Vladimir Ryabinin
IOC-UNESCO Executive Secretary

Mr. Virginijus Sinkevičius evoked the European Union’s legislative framework which requires
Member States to establish comprehensive maritime spatial plans, noting that proper planning
of ocean space and use is a precondition for good ocean governance and the sustainable blue
economy. He further underlined the importance of international cooperation on MSP, both
within and beyond areas of national jurisdiction.
Mr. Sinkevičius highlighted the European Commission’s long-standing collaboration with IOCUNESCO towards the creation of a global community of marine planning experts and
practitioners, starting with the adoption of the MSProadmap in 2017. He added that this
institutional cooperation is far from over.
Finally, according to Mr. Sinkevičius, the new MSPglobal International Guide on MSP will
immediately become the reference for MSP practitioners, as it has been drawn up by experts
from around the world, for the world.
Mr. Vladimir Ryabinin recalled the first international seminar (2006) and first step-by-step guide
on MSP (2009) led by IOC-UNESCO, and thanked the European Commission for its collaboration
on the MSProadmap and MSPglobal.
Mr. Ryabinin emphasised the ongoing global momentum around MSP, remarking that
sustainable ocean planning needs to be applied to the whole ocean and cover different issues
such as climate change and biodiversity. He pointed out the contribution of the UN Decade of
Ocean Science for Sustainable Development (Ocean Decade) in creating a new cooperation
framework on the ocean leading to a “decade of ocean empathy”.
He concluded by calling for enhanced collaboration across MSP practitioners and stakeholders
to ensure the effective implementation of MSP globally in more transparent, inclusive,
authoritative ways, as well as built on the best available science.
Both Mr. Sinkevičius and Mr. Ryabinin thanked all the experts, practitioners and policymakers
who contributed to the MSPglobal Initiative during three years of intense work.
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 Session 1: Presenting the MSPglobal results
Objectives:
- To present MSPglobal outputs
- To share MSPglobal lessons learned
Speakers:
- Mr. Julian Barbière, Head of Marine Policy and Regional Coordination Section, IOCUNESCO
- Ms. Michele Quesada da Silva, MSPglobal Regional Coordinator consultant for the
Southeast Pacific
- Ms. Firdaous Halim, former MSPglobal consultant for the Western Mediterranean
- Ms. Aya Khalil, MSPglobal Communication and Outreach Consultant
- Ms. Vera Noon, International MSPglobal Youth Ambassador
Key messages:
Mr. Julian Barbière introduced the work of IOC-UNESCO since 2005 in the field of MSP, starting
with the conceptualisation of the planning process and continuing with tracking implementation
globally and providing technical capacity to nations around the world.
The 2nd International Conference on MSP (2017) crystallised that work and helped to identify a
set of priority areas to advance MSP implementation over the next 5 years under the joint
MSProadmap. Mr. Barbière expanded on these priorities, which are: 1) transboundary MSP, 2)
sustainable blue economy, 3) ecosystem-based MSP, 4) capacity building, and 5) mutual
understanding.
After listing the main areas of work of MSPglobal and the importance of the MSPforum 4 as a
mechanism for dialogue and experience sharing, Mr. Barbière focused on the achievements of
the project. Notably, he underlined the thousands of stakeholders engaged from over 140
countries and recognised the collaborations and partners who played a key role.
Finally, Mr. Barbière specified the potential users of MSPglobal outputs: countries aiming to
establish an integrated framework for conserving and using marine resources and to
operationalise the sustainable ocean economy through multi-stakeholder frameworks; UN
entities engaged in ocean governance aspects (e.g. BBNJ, CBD, UNFCCC); multilateral funding
organisations (e.g. World Bank, GEF); regional ocean governance frameworks; and stakeholders
who need to take part in the MSP process (e.g. ocean industry, civil society, scientists).
Going more in depth, the MSPglobal team showcased the MSPglobal key products and activities
and commented on some of the lessons they learned during the implementation of the project.
A detailed report about the MSPglobal lessons learned will be published by the end of 2021; the
following table presents some of these key recommendations.

4

Link to access information about the different editions of the MSPforum: https://www.mspglobal2030.org/mspforum/
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Strengthening
stakeholders’
capacities

Supporting the
formulation of
institutional
recommendations
at regional scale
Analysing current
conditions of the
marine
environment and
maritime uses
Building scenarios
for MSP and
sustainable blue
economy
Communicating
and engaging with
stakeholders

SOME OF THE LESSONS LEARNED SHARED
 Use content inspired from real-life examples
 Request a gender-balanced list of participants to improve participation of
women in decision making
 Private stakeholders are usually less willing and available to engage in training
courses, thus better to plan other kind of activities
 Organise national capacity building activities before proposing regional
meetings to ensure all involved have a common understanding of what MSP is
 Build cooperation through regular regional meetings before developing
regional recommendations
 Choose the right contact person to request data when it is unavailable
 Be transparent and acknowledge data gaps

 Identify potential areas of development based on literature while using “reallife logic”
 Justify the goals and assumptions of each scenario, and their development
process
 Develop guidelines on how to use/adapt the scenarios
 Prepare a Communication Plan to set a unified tone for all activities, tools and
materials and to create a shared vision for the success of the project
 Adapt communication and use different channels depending on your audience
 Mix digital, audiovisual and print products
 Select and monitor metrics to evaluate the overall impact and success of
communication and dissemination actions

Young planners for change
The International MSPglobal Youth Ambassador, Ms. Vera Noon, presented her contributions
to various events and products.
Having participated in an MSPglobal webinar on MSP and sustainable blue economy in Arabic,
Ms. Noon emphasised the multilingual aspect of the initiative to familiarise the audience with
new terminology in their own language. She also took part in several activities held outside
the framework of the project to present the work of IOC-UNESCO and MSPglobal, building on
her personal and professional experience in architecture, urban and marine planning. A
significant event that she facilitated was dedicated to early career marine planners, during
which recommendations on the best ways or solutions for young marine planners to move
forward in their careers were formulated.
Furthermore, Ms. Noon was hired as a consultant to organise two trainings at regional
(PERSGA) and national (Lebanon) level. In particular, she commented on the fact that for many
(high-level) speakers, it was their first time discussing the prospect of MSP directly with
representatives of other sectors. She also contributed to a technical report as author.
She concluded by highlighting the opportunities offered by MSPglobal, both to herself and
young marine planners in general:
 Conferences: opportunity to speak up
 Consultancies: opportunity to learn and gain experience, as well as to leave a mark and
earn credibility in the working realm
 Networking: opportunity to connect with people from various sectors and career levels
through MSPglobal’s wide network
 MSPglobal family: opportunity to grow thanks to the continuous support
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 Session 2: Looking towards the future: national perspectives
Objective:
- To present future perspectives about MSP and related maritime policies and research
at national and regional level (Mediterranean, Atlantic, Caribbean and Pacific)
Speakers:
- Ms. Sanae El Amrani, Director of Ports and Public Maritime Domain, Ministry of
Equipment, Transport, Logistics and Water (Morocco)
- Mr. Rear Admiral Antonio Vildoso, Director of Maritime Interests, Navy of Peru (Peru)
- Mr. Andrea Barbanti, Research Manager, CNR-ISMAR (Italy)
- Ms. Milena Hernández Ortiz, Scientific Researcher, INVEMAR (Colombia)
Key messages:

Research

Government

This session focused on MSP future perspectives in relation to approaches, opportunities and
challenges at national and regional level from the perspective of governmental representatives
and researchers.
[Morocco] Ms. Sanae El Amrani
The Directorate of Ports and Public Maritime
Domain launched a study aiming at compiling,
with the support of different partners, data and
information about current and potential activities
that are needed for MSP. The study included the
development of an atlas of Moroccan marine and
coastal potentials (11 main potentials were
identified, such as port, tourism, cultural and
ecological potential). The next step is to make use
of this atlas for a consistent and harmonious
planning.
[Italy] Mr. Andrea Barbanti
The types of knowledge needed for MSP can be
divided into ‘vertical knowledge’ (e.g. data,
ecosystem functioning and technologies) and
‘horizontal knowledge’, which refers to scientists
able to support transdisciplinary approaches
(which is a big challenge). The main MSP drivers
in Italy and Mediterranean region are the
European policies, such as the MSP Directive and
the new sustainable blue economy approach. In
this context, the national MSP plans can work as
a catalyser for the transdisciplinary approach. The
Mediterranean branch of the UN Ocean Decade
is an opportunity to support such approach and
move far from ‘business-as-usual’ science. At
national level, the new Italian National Research
Programme is another opportunity, especially its
mission about ecological transition.

[Peru] Mr. Rear Admiral Antonio Vildoso
Eleven different maritime sectors are
working together under an intersectoral
commission (COMAEM) to implement the
Peruvian National Maritime Policy, and the
Ministry of Defence is responsible for
monitoring its progress. In 2020, working
committees were created to focus on the
development of a maritime GDP, a maritime
database and a multisectoral strategic plan.

[Colombia] Ms. Milena Hernández Ortiz
MSP research in Colombia is based on
existing
knowledge
about
coastal
management, complemented by MSP tools.
Since 2015, over seven technical MSP
exercises have been developed, and
coordination
mechanisms
improved.
Opportunities for MSP research in the
country rely on research centres, universities
and other entities that produce information
that can be used for improved decision
making in the context of the policy document
‘Colombia Sustainable Bioceanic Power
2030’. National challenges are related to the
definition of legal instruments to foster
coordination, as well as policy unification of
directives and guidelines for planning.
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 Session 3: Presenting the International Guide on MSP
Objectives:
- To present the MSPglobal guide and its development process
- To share experts’ views and experiences
- To highlight some relevant topics covered by the guide
Speakers:
- Mr. Alejandro Iglesias Campos, MSPglobal International Expert Group Coordinator
(Spain)
- Mr. Riku Varjopuro, MSPglobal International Expert Group member (Finland)
- Mr. Joseph Ansong, MSPglobal International Expert Group member (Ghana)
- Ms. Sarah Mahadeo, MSPglobal Thematic Expert Group member (Trinidad and Tobago)
- Ms. Anja Kreiner, MSPglobal Thematic Expert Group member (Namibia)
Key messages:
Mr. Alejandro Iglesias Campos started the session by summarising the work done to develop
the guide since the MSProadmap was launched in 2017:

IOC-UNESCO and the European
Commission launched a public call in
January 2019 inviting experts from around the
world to join the MSPglobal Expert Group and
contribute to the development of a new MSP
guide. Almost 70 people applied. Beyond those
selected for the core Expert Group, additional
ones agreed to contribute as Thematic Experts.

Different activities organised in the
context of the MSProadmap, MSPglobal
and MSPforum – as well as others led by a wide
range of institutions and projects working on MSP
at global, regional, national and local level –
contributed directly or indirectly to the new
guide.

The previous IOC-UNESCO ‘step-bystep’ guide on MSP (2009) provided a
solid base to launch MSP processes worldwide.
Now, in nine chapters, the new MSPglobal guide
complements, updates content and provides
examples about MSP development and
implementation, as well as information about the
basic concepts related to MSP.

In the past years, many MSP cases
(including at transboundary level)
emerged and shaped the concepts, methods and
practices related to MSP. These novelties were
included in the new guide, as well as the needs to
build a more sustainable, equitable and fair blue
economy. The overall aim is that this new guide
inspires all those interested in MSP.

After Mr. Iglesias Campos’ presentation, he moderated a panel session with some of the
members of the MSPglobal experts involved in the development of the guide. A summary of the
main questions addressed to the experts is described below.

MSPglobal Final Conference Report
Page 8 of 14

Q:

How did you identify key examples to illustrate Africa’s institutional practices and
challenges implementing ecosystem-based approach on MSP?
[Joseph Ansong] The work can be summarised in three phases: 1) identification of countries in
North, East, South and West Africa that are advanced, starting or have initiatives in place to start
MSP; 2) literature review about these initiatives; and 3) consultation with authorities leading
MSP in some of these countries to identify lessons and needs.

Q: How will the guide serve the needs of those in charge of developing transboundary actions
in the Gulf of Guinea?
[Joseph Ansong] At macro-regional level, the Abidjan Convention developed guidance for MSP
through the MAMI WATA Project, but the MSPglobal guide can further extend such guidelines.
On the other hand, at cross-border local level (e.g. between Togo and Benin, or Ghana and Côte
d’Ivoire), existing initiatives related to marine protected areas (MPAs) and ecologically or
biologically sensitive marine areas (EBSAs) can benefit from the new guide in terms of having
practical inputs. One concern is that when national processes start, often transboundary issues
are left behind, thus it is necessary to ensure the connection between the national MSP
processes and the transboundary initiatives already in place.

Q:

How will the guide contribute or support transboundary MSP in Namibia and the
neighbouring countries of South Africa and Angola?
[Anja Kreiner] The three countries are part of the Benguela Current Convention and have
already started both national and transboundary MSP. The new guide will facilitate and improve
the MSP process in the region by giving the technical MSP team easy access to international best
practices (allowing the team to apply lessons learned, especially from other regions with similar
situation). It might also enhance political support for MSP since the document showcases
examples from around the world.

Q: How will relevant maritime sectors in Africa benefit from the guide?
[Anja Kreiner] All maritime sectors will benefit from MSP and the guide. Fisheries will benefit
from the assurance that important habitats and nursery grounds are protected under an
approved MSP plan that promotes an ecosystem approach and the sustainability of stocks. For
marine mining, the main benefit will lie in a more streamlined process regarding the application
and granting licences. No-go areas (e.g. environmentally sensitive areas) will be clearly set out
and investors will be aware about where to apply for licences. Moreover, if the guide is followed
in relation to setting up a proper stakeholder engagement, small and new sectors will also have
the opportunity that their interests and needs are considered, and thus that they are not
overrun by larger sectors.
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Q: How can the guide be used in order to align objectives to the international mandate on
ocean governance and sustainability (e.g. Agenda 2030, Convention on Biological Diversity)?
[Sarah Mahadeo] The guide highlights how it is possible to align MSP objectives to meet specific
international targets. For example, MSP is expected to apply an ecosystem-based approach
which contributes to achieving targets of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) related to
the conservation and sustainable use of resources as well as the equitable sharing of benefits.
The ecosystem-based approach also allows to plan for achieving the SDG 14 targets about
sustainable management of ecosystems and conservation of at least 10% of coastal and marine
area, which is also an Aichi Biodiversity target. Additionally, the participatory planning process
highlighted in the guide contributes to achieving other SDGs targets, such as participatory
decision making and partnerships for sharing knowledge, expertise and resources to support the
achievement of sustainable development.

Q: How does the guide contribute to capturing the input of the diversity of stakeholders both
nationally and in the transboundary context in the Caribbean Small Island Developing States
(SIDS)?
[Sarah Mahadeo] The guide addresses the elements of a participatory MSP process, including
identifying key stakeholders and developing an engagement strategy. This is useful guidance for
organising an effective stakeholder process to engage appropriately with all groups. In the
Caribbean SIDS (or large ocean states), there is a diverse range of stakeholders with varying
degrees of interest and influence. Thus, who and how to engage is quite important. The guide
also addresses transboundary MSP, which will benefit the Caribbean Regional Oceanscape
Project, a pioneer project in the region that aims to produce a single regional MSP framework.

Q: How can this guide be used in regions where MSP plans are to be approved in the coming
months or already under implementation?
[Riku Varjopuro] Initially, some MSP practitioners from regions advanced on MSP commented
that the guidance should be directed especially to areas where MSP is not in place yet. However,
this new guide has collected new ideas from around the world on how to make the plans, but
also on how to implement them and the key elements for reviewing the plans for the next
planning rounds. Thus, even the countries in their second or third iterations of MSP can get new
ideas from this guidance. Making the plan is just an instrumental part of MSP. It is necessary to
invest also in implementation, follow up and review to improve the MSP in the next iterations.
Learning to do MSP better is key, and for this purpose the new guide can be helpful for all.

Q: What are the lessons learned reflected in this guide in relation to MSP monitoring at the
regional scale? How can Regional Seas Conventions help Member States to promote common
actions on data, information and monitoring?
[Riku Varjopuro] The monitoring and evaluation chapter of the new guide explains that this task
can be costly if conducted in very complicated ways. Thus, it should be done smartly, such as
combining endeavours with existing monitoring efforts of other policy processes and with
neighbouring countries in the context of Regional Seas when possible (mainly in areas where
there are many cross-border activities or impacts). This is possible for issues that the countries
already collaborate on (e.g. marine environmental monitoring, fisheries management, shipping
safety activities). There are many benefits derived from cross-border or international
collaboration in MSP, but one of the most important is to learn from other countries.
The third part of this session was dedicated to questions from the audience to the MSP experts;
click on the following links to watch the recording: English | French | Spanish.
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 Session 4: Scaling up MSP worldwide
Objectives:
- To share good practices on MSP from different regions around the world
- To discuss the contribution of MSP to achieving the SDGs of the 2030 Agenda
- To discuss what is necessary to strengthen and replicate successful MSP
implementation, as well as how organisations like IOC-UNESCO and the European
Commission could contribute to this
Speakers:
- Ms. Rahanna Juman, Acting Director, Institute of Marine Affairs (Trinidad and Tobago)
- Mr. Abdi Tunggal Priyanto, Sub-coordinator of National Strategic Area at the Directorate
of Marine Spatial Planning, Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries (Indonesia)
- Ms. Natalia Zając, Head of unit of Maritime Spatial Planning and Property Management,
Ministry of Infrastructure (Poland)
- Mr. Mauro Randone, Acting Director of the Mediterranean Marine Initiative, WWF
Mediterranean
- Mr. Clément Lavigne, Head of Environmental and Social Performance, TotalEnergies,
also representing the UN Global Compact (UNGC)
Key messages:
During this session, the moderator conducted a panel discussion with representatives from
national governmental institutions, civil society and the private sector about their current
engagement in MSP processes, as well as needs and potential future initiatives to foster MSP.
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CURRENT STATUS

Q: What is your country doing to effectively connect MSP to the sustainable blue economy?

Government

[Trinidad and Tobago] The country depends on fisheries and tourism, but it has also been
dependent on the oil and gas industry. Thus, in the context of the Paris Agreement and the
recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic, the national strategy is to diversify and build a blue
economy. As new sectors are emerging (e.g. aquaculture), an MSP participatory approach was
followed to draft a new policy called ‘Integrated Coastal Zone Management Policy Framework’.
In addition, the country also developed a ‘National Maritime Policy and Strategy’ to enable blue
economy. These policy frameworks are important to show to the engaged stakeholders that there
is a governmental commitment to making these issues a reality.
[Indonesia] The country has adopted several strategies to strengthen the blue economy and MSP,
including: i) establishment of a new regulation for MSP connected to licensing; ii) allocation of
maritime uses through an analysis of the carrying capacity of the environment and compatibility
among uses; iii) focus on small-scale fisheries; iv) integration of land and marine planning; v)
identification and promotion of new maritime sectors (e.g. renewable energy, biotechnology and
pharmacology), etc. However, the implementation of MSP still needs to be optimised.

Q:

What are the mechanisms established in your country to ensure that the sectoral
plans/policies/regulations are aligned with MSP?
[Poland] The country adopted two mechanisms to ensure such alignment. First, the adoption of
a legally defined consultation process, in which it was necessary to gather opinions and consent
from many institutions responsible for the most relevant strategies and policies for MSP. Second,
it is the nature of the plan itself because MSP is legally binding in the country, which makes it
generally applicable.

Civil society

Q: How is your institution involved in MSP processes/discussions?
[WWF Mediterranean] The institution is involved in MSP at different levels, i.e. in some countries
it acts as a promoter of the approach while in others it has a stakeholder role. It also supports
blue economy and MPA planning, thus working to better integrate MPAs and MSP. In addition,
since WWF is engaged with coastal communities – highly dependent on marine resources for their
livelihood – in more than 30 countries around the world, its key role in MSP processes is related
to facilitating the engagement of those communities, who sometimes are under-represented.

Private sector

Q: How is your institution involved in MSP processes/discussions?
[TotalEnergies/UNGC] The company is an active member of the UN Global Compact (UNGC)
initiative, which was set up to encourage businesses and firms to adopt sustainable and socially
responsible strategies. To contribute to the climate agenda, UNGC is promoting offshore
renewable energy (ORE) and identified MSP as a key lever for this sector. As such, a series of
virtual working meetings with experts from the MSP and ORE fields (including TotalEnergies) was
organised to develop an ORE-MSP roadmap to COP26. This roadmap identified some actions for
the private sector in MSP processes towards ‘climate-smart MSP’ plans, such as data sharing for
resilience and planning, investigation of nature-inclusive designs for infrastructure and exploring
multi-uses (e.g. co-locations) with other sectors.
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FUTURE

Q: What do your country and region need in order to strengthen MSP implementation? How
can organisations like IOC-UNESCO and the European Commission contribute to this?

Government

[Trinidad and Tobago] Political will is the most needed factor to strengthen MSP implementation,
but collaboration among the different stakeholders is also key. And to foster this partnership,
capacity building on MSP is needed at different levels. The country started piloting MSP using the
previous IOC-UNESCO guide on MSP, and the new MSPglobal guide will be very useful as well.
Data is also lacking, thus agreements on data sharing with the private sector would also support
decision-making.
[Indonesia] To enhance MSP implementation, the country needs guidelines about how to
integrate MSP with land planning, because terrestrial activities have a huge impact on the marine
environment. Tools to evaluate the effectiveness of MSP and cross-cutting capacity building are
also welcome in a country that has different administrative levels of marine planning. Additional
needs include support to develop a spatial data system and a system to control the use of the
maritime space.
[Poland] Those involved in MSP processes are usually overwhelmed by the amount and diversity
of data and information. International organisations can gather the most relevant information
and data, prioritise the goals, and showcase them to the general public in a simple and
understandable way, so the public can understand what MSP authorities do. IOC-UNESCO and the
European Commission have already contributed to this matter.

Q:

Civil society

How can organisations like IOC-UNESCO and the European Commission contribute to
strengthening the engagement of the civil society in MSP processes?
[WWF Mediterranean] First, through the development of capacity-building programmes tailored
to civil society needs. In many countries, civil society organisations and local communities do not
have the capacity to engage in MSP, and very often do not understand the relevance of MSP until
is too late. International organisations could support exchange programmes among civil society
representatives from different parts of the world, as well as encourage the governments to
engage civil society. Many MSP pilots do not involve non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and
this is a missed opportunity. WWF is currently developing a global capacity building programme
for NGOs and is already in contact with IOC-UNESCO to foster collaboration.

Q:
Private sector

How can organisations like IOC-UNESCO and the European Commission contribute to
strengthening the engagement of the private sector in MSP processes?
[TotalEnergies/UNGC] The MSPglobal guide and other products of the project, such as a
compendium of transboundary MSP initiatives, is already a great contribution (including for the
private sector), because dissemination of best practices and case examples contributes to
promoting MSP around the world. The integration of climate aspects into MSP is also a key step
and future efforts in this direction would foster, for example, the UNGC work on promoting
offshore renewable energy. IOC-UNESCO and the European Commission could support the
establishment of innovative fora about climate literacy, including the role of the ocean and MSP.
In this sense, the new European Commission’s Blue Forum is very welcome.
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 Closing remarks

Mr. Felix Leinemann
Head of Unit for Blue Economy Sectors,
Aquaculture and Maritime Spatial Planning
DG MARE, European Commission

Mr. Julian Barbière
Head of Section for Marine Policy and
Regional Coordination
IOC-UNESCO

Mr. Felix Leinemann started by thanking the colleagues at IOC-UNESCO for their hard work to
make MSPglobal the success it is. The project has been a big step forward for promoting MSP as
a tool for the sustainable management of the ocean, a common goal of IOC-UNESCO and DG
MARE since the adoption of their joint MSProadmap in 2017. He highlighted in particular the
creation of a global community of MSP practitioners through MSPglobal.
Furthermore, Mr. Leinemann noted the multitude of material and activities implemented in the
framework of MSPglobal, which are available on the project website – “a treasure trove of
information for practitioners worldwide” – in addition to other guidance documents produced
by the European Commission.
He also mentioned the last editions of the International MSPforum as well as the International
Conference on MSP, which could not be organised in 2020 – commenting as well that IOCUNESCO and MSPglobal did a great job in building and maintaining the global MSP community
throughout the pandemic.
He concluded by echoing the words of Mr. Virginijus Sinkevičius regarding the continued
cooperation between the European Commission and IOC-UNESCO.
Mr. Julian Barbière emphasised the work accomplished but also that much still remains to be
done to advance in national and transboundary MSP processes, and that the IOC-UNESCO will
continue providing technical support and capacity development in these areas.
He called for building a stronger knowledge base of MSP as well as data-sharing tools and
infrastructures that also integrate socio-economic and environmental data to help create a
holistic approach to MSP. He hopes that the Ocean Decade will be able to support these efforts
in ocean planning.
Mr. Barbière mentioned as well the importance of communicating the goals of MSP to nontechnical audiences, potentially by developing the concept of “MSP literacy”. Regarding
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stakeholder engagement, he referred to the need to tailor MSP acceptance and practical tools
for specific economic sectors, along with engaging in sectoral planning to integrate the concept
of ecosystem-based approach in the blue economy realm.
He added that the MSP process also needs to further take into consideration the dynamic nature
of the ocean, and to make space for specific climate activities that support adaptation and
mitigation. More generally, MSP should be integrated within larger marine and planning
frameworks.
To that end, Mr. Barbière indicated the political will of the European Commission and more
recently from the High Level Panel for a Sustainable Ocean Economy, as well as many countries
around the world – to be capitalised towards achieving 100% of the ocean under management.
The IOC-UNESCO will continue to serve that purpose and collaborating with the European
Commission.
Both Mr. Leinemann and Mr. Barbière thanked all the speakers of the conference, as well as all
the contributors to the MSPglobal Initiative.

