Trade Winds
Empowering a new generation of
stakeholders to sustainably plan our ocean

MSPglobal
With marine ecosystems facing increasingly
significant stress from climate change, habitat
destruction, and overexploitation, the resulting
loss of biodiversity and ecosystem resilience is
threatening to undermine the economic activities
that rely upon these resources. Given that reality,
activities in coastal and marine waters require
integrated planning as well as decision making
and enhanced efforts, including transboundary
coordination, to achieve sustainability and
improved management.
The Directorate-General for Maritime Affairs
and Fisheries of the European Commission
(DG MARE) and the Intergovernmental
Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO
(IOC-UNESCO) are working together with
substantial support from Sweden and the
Netherlands to move forward the global
ocean agenda – through maritime/marine
spatial planning (MSP) especially – with
the implementation of their Joint Roadmap
to accelerate MSP processes worldwide.
This Roadmap will contribute to achieving
the universally agreed 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development, and in particular
the dedicated Sustainable Development
Goal (SDG) 14 on life below water, in a
comprehensive, consistent, and holistic way.
In the European Union (EU), a key
requirement of the Directive on Maritime
Spatial Planning and one intended to
contribute to the overall coherence of
ecosystem-based MSP is the necessity to
cooperate with neighbouring countries,
particularly at sea basin level. It is a very
challenging requirement implying coordination
among European countries and cooperation
with relevant third countries, but one that
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is feasible, inter alia thanks to cooperation
projects in different European sea basins that
the European Commission has supported
in recent years. In the context of the 2030
Agenda, the next logical step is to encourage
and strengthen transboundary MSP globally
and to promote the development of strategic
action plans at transboundary scale to achieve
long-term sustainable use of ocean resources.
One of the reasons for this change of
paradigm is that most countries and
regions are currently rethinking their ocean
ecosystem-based economies. (The ocean
economy is the sum of the economic activities
of ocean-based industries and the assets,
goods, and services of marine ecosystems.)
As MSP processes expand worldwide and
opportunities in ocean-based businesses
become less risky with proper planning,
preliminary analysis and evaluations are being
developed on the impact of MSP to increase
the stability, transparency, and predictability
of investments in maritime sectors.
Indeed, MSP plays a critical role in supporting
the development of maritime sectors with high
potential for sustaining jobs and economic
growth, hence why multi-institutional efforts –
such as those by DG MARE and IOC-UNESCO
– towards protecting the ocean and seas through
the promotion of conservation and sustainable
use of their resources should be reinforced.
The MSPglobal Initiative led by IOC-UNESCO
and co-financed by the European Maritime
and Fisheries Fund of the European Union
is therefore an important means to achieve
global ocean governance goals and the 2030
Agenda by fostering integrated management
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practices to protect and restore marine and
coastal ecosystems, avoid significant adverse
impacts, strengthen resilience, and promote
a healthy and productive ocean. MSPglobal
provides the context for active and effective
participation of policy makers, stakeholders,
scientists, and citizens to improve governance
at multiple levels, including through crossborder and transboundary planning, and assert
the ecosystem-based approach as the basis for
the ocean economy.
Several countries have embarked on the
development of marine spatial plans within
their national waters and are starting to
work across borders as well. However, MSP
implementation is not uniform, nor is the
level of institutional, technical, and human
capacities at national level.
In order to accelerate MSP processes around
the world, a demand-driven multilingual
training program is currently under way
by MSPglobal in cooperation with other
UN agencies, Member States, and regional
partners, taking into account regional and
local socio-cultural contexts and needs as
well as existing training activities. IOCUNESCO and DG MARE are also jointly
documenting international MSP practices
and lessons learned, and compiling technical
guidance on various aspects of MSP design
and implementation.
By facilitating a better mutual understanding of
MSP processes worldwide and learning through
exchanges of views and best practices, the
International Forum for MSP – with four out
of six editions already convened – empowers a
new generation of planners, sectors, businesses,
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and civil society to identify solutions and
commit cross-sectoral actions to conserve our
ocean and use it in a sustainable way.
The IOC-UNESCO/DG MARE Joint Roadmap
promotes the forward-looking and global
perspective that MSP and the blue economy
should be a means for implementing the 2030
Agenda. Their highly transformative outcomes
are expected to trigger environmental, societal,
and policy changes along with accrued societal
benefits through the achievement of the
SDGs and targets to be addressed during the
implementation of the United Nations Decade
of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development
from 2021 to 2030.
IOC-UNESCO and the European Commission
will continue turning scientific knowledge and
understanding into effective actions to support
improved ocean management, stewardship, and
sustainable development through maritime/
marine spatial planning and sustainable blue
economy, working together to reduce pressures
on the ocean, preserve and restore ocean
ecosystems, and safeguard ocean-related
prosperity for generations to come.
For more information:
mspglobal2030.org
ioc.unesco.org
ec.europa.eu/maritimeaffairs/policy/maritime_
spatial_planning_en
oceandecade.org
Alejandro Iglesias Campos
IOC-UNESCO Programme Specialist
Coordinator of the MSPglobal Initiative
MSPglobal@unesco.org
The Journal of Ocean Technology, Vol. 15, No. 2, 2020 129

