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Context

Joint Roadmap to accelerate Maritime/Marine Spatial 
Planning processes worldwide, adopted by the European 

Commission's Directorate-General for Maritime Affairs and 
Fisheries (DG MARE) and the IOC-UNESCO

MSPglobal is co-financed by the European Commission's European Maritime and Fisheries Fund



Joint Roadmap to accelerate 

Marine Spatial Planning worldwide

PA 1: TRANSBOUNDARY MSP
Guidance on transboundary MSP
Transboundary projects in WestMED & SE Pacific / 3rd International Conference 

PA 2: SUSTAINABLE BLUE GROWTH
MSP and Blue Growth Studies and Conferences at global and regional scale

PA 3: ECOSYSTEM-BASED MSP
Knowledge and capacities on environmental pressures

PA 4: CAPACITY BUILDING 
Training the trainer for planning our ocean in line with Agenda 2030 targets

PA 5: MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING 
International Fórum of experts and joint communication actions

#OceanAction15346   #MSPglobal



General overview



WP1 – Guidance on Cross-
Border/Transboundary MSP

Main objectives

● Identify and evaluate good 
practices

● Support knowledge 
exchange at the 
international level

● Develop international 
guidance 

Desired outcomes

● Joint EC-MARE/
IOC-UNESCO Guidance 
on cross-border and 
transboundary MSP

Group of Experts



WP2 – Pilot Project: West 
Mediterranean

Transboundary: 
Algeria, France, Italy, 

Malta, Morocco, Spain 
and Tunisia

Desired outcomes

● Roadmap for 
transboundary MSP 
and Sustainable Blue 
Economy in the West 
MED

Main objectives

● Increase cooperation with 
non EU Member States

● Formulate regional 
recommendations in line 
with the WestMED Initiative 
and support the adoption of 
a roadmap

● Strengthen institutional 
capacities 



WP3 – Pilot Project: Southeast 
Pacific

Desired outcomes
● Binational recommendations 

for cross-border MSP and 
Sustainable Blue Economy in 
the Gulf of Guayaquil

● Roadmap for transboundary 
MSP and Sustainable Blue 
Economy in the SE Pacific

Cross-Border: 
Ecuador and Peru

Transboundary:
Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Panama 

and Peru

Main objectives

● Develop the pre-planning 
phase of MSP in the Gulf of 
Guayaquil

● Strengthen institutional 
coordination towards the 
adoption of a regional 
roadmap

● Reinforce institutional 
capacities



WP4 – Participation, Communication 
and Dissemination

Desired outcomes

● Strategy for Public Participation
● Communication and 

Dissemination Plan

Main objectives

● Engage key stakeholder 
platforms

● Promote cross-sectoral/
cross-border dialogue and 
cooperation

● Establish a dynamic 
relationship among and 
communication between 
stakeholders

● Communicate and 
disseminate project 
progress and results

StakeForm Survey

forms.gle/YtvjATM4Dbmu8QUMA

@mspglobal2030

Website
mspglobal2030.org

https://forms.gle/YtvjATM4Dbmu8QUMA


Engagement activities

Expert
meetings

Stakeholder 
meetings

Institutional 
workshops

Training courses Conferences Ocean Literacy



MSPforum
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MSP International Forum

MAIN TOPICS

1 Cross-sector Integration in MSP

2 Sector-Specific aspects 

3 MSP for Blue Growth / Assessment of Future Uses

4 Indicators and measurements for MSP 

5 Taking into account the land-sea interface in MSP

6 Applying the ecosystem based approach 

7 Cross-border cooperation

8 Stakeholder involvement 

9 Data for MSP 
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MSP International Forum

TARGET AUDIENCE

• Policy makers and practitioners engaged in MSP

• Local and regional authorities, engaged in the planning and 

management of the sea-land interface

• NGOs addressing marine protection

• Maritime sector and industry stakeholders dealing with 

planning and spatial use

• Academics engaged in MSP and/or the Sustainable Blue 

Economy



Training Course
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Objectives

1) Conceptual understanding of marine spatial planning, its 
benefits and expected results;

2) Learn the logical steps and tasks necessary to configure a 
successful PEM in line with the country's interests and the 
opportunity to create prosperity through the sustainable blue 
economy;

3) Awareness of the lessons learned in PEM practices around 
the world.



Agenda

9.30 MSP basics 
10.15 MSP in Italy: knowledge, experiences and projects supporting the implementation 
process:

Lessons learnt from five years of pilot projects, Corila
From large scale strategic planning to local high resolution planning, IUAV, CNR-ISMAR

12.00 MSP in other countries: the SWEDEN case study
Ingela Isaksson - SWAM

14.15 Challenge Game session (in English and Italian)
• Pre-planning process

Unesco IOC
• Data for/in MSP: basics Unesco IOC
• MSP in Italy: Data and tools for MSP and the role of marine and maritime science 
CNR-ISMAR
• Stakeholders for/in MSP: Relevance of building a Strategy for Stakeholders Unesco 
IOC



Agenda

9.00 MSP Challenge Game (in Italian): planning process
Italian Experts and UNESCO IOC

• Blue economy and MSP: ecosystem-based approach, conflict of uses, multi-
functional use, influences

11.00 MSP Challenge Game (in Italian): transboundary approach
Italian Experts and UNESCO IOC

• Transboundary MSP : concept (Cross-border vs. Transboundary), Large Marine 
Ecosystems

14.15 Ecosystem-Based MSP towards a sustainable blue economy 
Unesco IOC / Ingela Isaksson - SWAM

15.05 Motivations and opportunities for MSP and Blue Economy in Italy (guided 
discussion)

16.30 –Debriefing and next steps 



IOC-UNESCO

Introduction to MSP
Marine Spatial Planning and Sustainable Blue Economy



What is MSP?
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What is MSP?

(IOC-UNESCO, 2006)

“The public process of analyzing 

and allocating the spatial and 

temporal distribution of human 

activities to achieve ecological, 

economic, and social objectives

that are usually specified 

through a political process.”
Credit:

Ministry of Infrastructure & Environment

The Netherlands



In support of ecosystem-based
policy development

ICAM

MSP

Improve 
institutional 
coordination Empower all 

stakeholders 

(multi-sector 
approach)

Protection of the 
special coastal 

and marine 
ecosystems, 

landscapes and 
cultural heritage

Enhance the 
compatibility 

between 
development 

and 
conservation

Increasing 
public 

awareness 
and training 

Achieve a 
sustainable 

management 
towards 

sustainable 
blue growth



MSP characteristics

• Integrated and multi-objective, including all important economic 
sectors; economic and social objectives as well as ecological ones

• Strategic and future-oriented, considering alternative means to 
achieve a vision

• Continuing and adaptive, with an emphasis on performance 
monitoring and evaluation--and learning by doing

• Participatory, building a broad base of stakeholders to ensure 
long-term support for management

• Ecosystem-based, with a focus on maintaining ecosystem services 
over time

• Place-based, with a focus on marine spaces that people can 
understand, relate to, and care for

(IOC-UNESCO, 2009)



Integration for multisectoral 
consensus

(IOC-UNESCO, 2009)



MSP step by step

(IOC-UNESCO, 2009)



Fundamental questions

1. Where are we today?
✓Baseline characterization

2. Where do we want to be?
✓Objectives/outcomes
✓Alternative scenarios

3. How do we get there?
✓Management actions/plan

4. What have we accomplished?
✓Monitoring and evaluation



Status of MSP
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5
countries 

had approved

marine spatial 

plans

9
countries

had MSP

Initiatives

0.3%
of surface area

of World’s EEZs

covered by

government-

approved

MSP plans

Marine Spatial Planning 2005
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UNESCO 1st International 
Workshop on MSP (2006)

http://msp.ioc-unesco.org/
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Guidelines on MSP (2009)

http://msp.ioc-unesco.org/
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Guidelines to evaluating MSP (2014)



~90
plans in various

stages of

planning and

implementation

~65
countries

have MSP

Initiatives

~10%
of surface area

of World’s EEZs

covered by

government-

approved

MSP plans

Marine Spatial Planning 2017



Source:   Maes, F., et al,, 2005.  A Flood of Space, University of Gent

Lessons
learnt



 No one way to plan

 Need to adapt planning to local context and the

needs of society and key stakeholders

 But some elements of planning are essential

MSP Works
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Political will

 You need to find a political champion to support MSP



Clear authority and leadership

 To take decisions and 

to guarantee the 

implementation



Financial sustainability

 Alternative financing

includes government funds, 

user charges, grants from 

charitable foundations, 

endowments



Participation

 MSP implies social and political 

interactions to key governance 

principles 



Clear and measurable objectives



KNOWLEDGE

INFORMATION

DATA



Best available information

 Lack of information is not an 

excuse to delay starting to plan

 Stakeholders often know more 

than the government and are 

often willing to share 

information

 No fear to mapping



Alternative futures and a vision

(WWF Sweden, 2013)

“The future cannot be 
predicted, 

but futures can be 
invented”

(Dennis Gabor, British–Hungarian 
Scientist, Nobel of Physics, 1971)



Implementation and enforcement

 Existing authorities can 

often be used to 

implement integrated 

management plans



Adaptive management

 learning by doing (or by 

walking )



• Stakeholders to fight for space on their own is a recipe for social 

and ecological failure

• The Government needs to take the lead as democratic 

representative of all citizens

• Those stakeholders poorly involved in the MSP processes risk being 

ignored.  “It is better to be on the train than being hit by it.”

• MSP is mostly carried out at the national level, but MSP also needs 

to be implemented at local level to ensure stakeholder engagement 

in order to reach the agreed objectives

Kind reminder!



• Reduce conflicts between sectors and create synergies between 

different activities

• Encourage investment by instilling predictability, transparency and 

clearer rules

• Increase coordination between administrations in each country, 

through the use of a single instrument to balance the development of a 

range of maritime activities

• Increase cross-border cooperation between countries and sectors

• Protect the environment through early identification of impact and 

opportunities for multiple use of space

Summary



IOC-UNESCO

7, Place de Fontenoy

75352 PARIS 07 SP

MSPglobal@unesco.org

mspglobal2030.org

@MSPglobal2030

#OceanAction15346

Thank you!

mailto:MSPglobal@unesco.org

